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A Critical Opportunity
• Leveraging existing energy infrastructure and assets can promote new energy generation, manufacturing, emerging industries, and 

community revitalization
• Nearly 30% of the nation’s coal plants are projected to retire by 2035
• Since 2010, >155 plants have already retired

Re in ve s t m e n t :
Id le d  a sse t s  ca n  b e  h a rn e sse d  t o  
m e e t  o u r c lim a t e  g o a ls  – w h ile  
s im u lt a n e o u sly re in ve st in g  in  t h e  
d ive rse  co m m u n it ie s  a c ro ss  
e ve ry s t a t e  t h a t  h a ve  p o w e re d  
o u r e co n o m y fo r o ve r a  ce n t u ry.

Va lu a b le  As s e t s :
Th e se  s it e s  h a ve  va lu a b le  
b e n e fit s  fo r n e w  in ve st m e n t s  – 
like  g rid  in t e rco n n e c t io n , 
t ra n sp o rt a t io n  a cce ss , w a t e r 
rig h t s , p e rm it s , a n d  a  lo ca l 
t ra in e d  w o rkfo rce .

Bro w n fie ld s  Re d e ve lo p m e n t :
Re p u rp o sin g  t h e se  s it e s  is  a n  
o p p o rt u n it y t o  re s t o re  in d u st ria l 
s it e s , c le a n  u p  co n t a m in a t io n , 
a n d  a vo id  t h e  n e e d  t o  co n ve rt  
g re e n fie ld s  in t o  in d u st ria l s it e s .
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Retired Energy Assets
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Federal Investment Opportunities
• IRA Tax Credits
• Energy Communities Tax Credit Bonus

• Loan Programs Office Energy Infrastructure 
Reinvestment program
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Resources Supporting Coal-to-X

• Fact sheets that guide developers and community 
members on the process of selecting and redeveloping 
a plant site for a particular end-use

• Coal-to-nuclear

• Coal-to-solar (plus storage)

• Coal-to-wind (plus storage)

• Coal-to-EV manufacturing

• Coal-to-data centers

• Builds on previous DOE report on how the Loan Programs 
Office’s Energy Infrastructure Reinvestment program, EPA 
Brownfields Grants, and IRA tax credits can help redevelop or 
repurpose energy asset infrastructure

• Purpose is to jumpstart conversations around which 
redevelopment options are the best match for a given site and 
community and help energy communities navigate these 
redevelopment options

https://www.pnnl.gov/projects/coal-redevelopment/coal-x-fact-sheets
https://www.energy.gov/lpo/articles/new-report-redevelopment-and-reinvestment-opportunities-fossil-energy-communities


energy.gov/policy 6

Tax Credits and Stacking
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Low Income-Communities Bonus 
Allocated Credit (10% to 20%)**

Domestic Content Bonus (10%)

Energy Communities Bonus (10%)

Meet prevailing wage and 
apprenticeship criteria (30%)

*Credit is 5x lower if not meeting prevailing wage and apprenticeship criteria
**48(e) tax credits are limited and allocated by DOE in coordination with IRS through an application process

Tax credit bonuses can stack 
with the underlying tax credit 
creating significant opportunity for 
eligible projects.

Example: 1 MW community solar 
facility costing $1 million could 
earn a 70% tax credit worth 
$700,000 if eligible for all 
applicable tax credit and bonuses

If it is owned by an applicable tax-
exempt entity, this could be a 
direct cash payment from the 
IRS
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Energy Communities Tax Credit Bonus
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DOE Loans, Grants, and Technical Assistance
• Loan Programs Office Energy Infrastructure Reinvestment Program

• Financing for projects that retool, repower, repurpose, or replace energy infrastructure that has ceased operations or upgrade operating energy infrastructure to 
avoid, reduce, utilize, or sequester air pollutants or greenhouse gas emissions

• Capacity Building for Repurposing Energy Assets
• Planning grant to help local communities across the country create a roadmap toward repurposing existing energy assets

• Clean Energy to Communities (C2C)
• In-Depth Partnership (3-year program, applications close June 14)

• Expert Match (40-60 hours of expert TA, rolling applications)

• Peer Learning Cohorts (6 months of peer-learning groups and expert guidance, applications for July 2024 cohort close April 30)

• SOLVE IT Prize
• The Solutions for Lasting, Viable Energy Infrastructure Technologies (SOLVE IT) Prize aims to empower communities to identify and implement innovative clean 

energy solutions in a way that works for their unique needs and challenges.

• Over three phases, competitors will work with communities to develop a credible path forward on clean energy projects that help address local challenges, with 
winners receiving prize money at the end of each phase

• Advanced Nuclear Reactors are a specific area of interest

• Gateway for Accelerated Innovation in Nuclear (GAIN)
• NE Voucher Program and other expert assistance and funding opportunities

https://www.energy.gov/lpo/energy-infrastructure-reinvestment
https://www.energy.gov/fecm/funding-notice-capacity-building-repurposing-energy-assets
https://www.nrel.gov/state-local-tribal/clean-energy-to-communities.html
https://www.herox.com/SOLVEIT
https://gain.inl.gov/SitePages/Home.aspx


Thank you!
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