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           Tips to enjoy the workshop: 

• Silence your cellphones. 
• Be present. 
• Take notes. 
• Get to know the participants. 
• Participate and stay engaged. 
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WELCOME MEMBERS! 

Welcome to the 2026 SASIG Workshop 

On behalf of the Security Awareness Shared Interest Group (SASIG) Steering Committee, it is my 
distinct pleasure to welcome you to our 2026 Workshop, “Securing Today, and Powering Tomorrow.” 
We are thrilled to gather this year at the National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL) in 
Morgantown, West Virginia. 

Purpose and Goals of the Workshop 

The SASIG annual workshop serves as a vital forum for security awareness professionals, practitioners, 
and leaders to connect, collaborate, and share strategies. In an increasingly complex and rapidly evolving 
threat landscape, fostering a robust culture of security awareness is more critical than ever. Over the next 
three days, we will explore innovative approaches to human-centric security, discuss emerging trends, and 
share best practices to empower our workforces to remain vigilant. 

Agenda Highlights 

We have curated an exciting and comprehensive agenda packed with interactive panels, presentations, 
and collaborative break-out sessions. Whether you are looking to revitalize your organization’s training 
programs, leverage new technologies, or learn from the successes (and challenges) of other sites, this 
workshop offers practical insights that you can immediately apply to your program(s). 

Gratitude and Acknowledgments 

I want to extend our deepest gratitude to our hosts at the National Energy Technology Laboratory for 
welcoming us to their beautiful Morgantown campus and for their outstanding support in bringing this 
event to fruition. I also want to thank the SASIG Steering Committee, speakers, and all of you—our 
attendees—for dedicating your time, expertise, and passion to this shared mission. 

Participation and Engagement 

I encourage you to actively engage in the sessions, ask questions, share your unique perspectives, and 
take full advantage of the networking opportunities during your time with us. Together, we can continue 
to strengthen our collective security posture. 

Closing 

Your unwavering commitment to advancing security awareness is the foundation of our collective 
success. By embracing the challenges and opportunities presented here, you are helping to shape a safer 
future for our organizations and communities. I wish you a workshop filled with inspiration, meaningful 
collaboration, and lasting impact—let’s continue to lead the way together! 

Crystal Banken, SASIG Chair 
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AGENDA  
 

Tuesday, July 28th: 

• 7:30 AM (EST): Registration and Virtual Log In  

• 8:00 AM: Welcome  
o Crystal Banken, Y-12 Access Control, Classified Visits, Security Awareness, & 

Foreign National Access Program Manager and SASIG Steering Committee Chair 

• 8:05 AM: NETL Safety Briefing 
o Jeffery Buterbaugh, NETL Emergency Operations  

• 8:10 AM: NETL Site Overview 
o Heather Quedenfeld, Chief Operating Officer, NETL  

• 8:15 AM: Keynote Address 
o A.D. Bollig, Security Awareness Program Manager, Savannah River Site 

• 8:45 AM: Security Smarts & Public Speaking  
o Shannon Cartier, Security Education and Awareness Program Manager, PNNL 

• 9:15 AM: Break 
o Time for a quick stretch, caffeine, and friendly conversations. 

• 9:30 AM: Insider Threat Program Update 
o Sabeena Khanna, Director, Office of Insider Threat Program (EH-1.2) 

• 10:00 AM: Timberwolf – Insider Threat Case Study 
o Peter L. Olinits, Supervisory Special Agent, FBI   

• 11:00 AM: Hidden in Plain Sight; An Anti-Government Organization; Tools, 
Tactics, and Procedures 

o Dyrk Greenhalgh, Vulnerability Assessment Analyst, UCOR, Oak Ridge, TN 

• 11:45 AM: Risks & Threats with Remote Work  
o Craig Hawkins, PERSEC Manager, Idaho National Lab 

• 12:00 PM: Lunch 
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Tuesday, July 28th continued: 

• 1:00 PM: Workforce 2.0 
o Monica Marks, Office of Security Policy, EHSS-83  

• 1:30 PM: What Matters to the Adversary 
o Aaron Flowers, Principle, OPSEC Program Lead, Nevada National Security Sites 

• 2:15 PM: Meet the Joulix/AI Hub Team from DOE OCI 
o Michael Stuski, Manager, IM-50, Accenture Federal Services 
o Aidan Wells, COMMS & Governance Analyst, CBOSS/AFS  

• 3:15 PM: Break 

• 3:30 PM: Breakout Sessions, In-person Only 
o IOSC 
o OPSEC 
o PERSEC 
o Security Awareness 

• 4:30 PM: Closing Discussion 
o Steering Committee nomination process 
o Please complete evaluations daily 
o Group photo Wednesday morning 
o Tours Thursday 9:00 am,  

No open-toed shoes and bring your badge 

• 6:00 PM: Icebreaker Social Oliverio’s Ristorante (No Host) 
       52 Clay St. 
        Morgantown, WV 

 



6 
 

Wednesday, July 29th: 
• 8:00 AM (EST): Plan of the Day 

o Crystal Banken, SASIG Chair 

• 8:05 AM: Group Photo 

• 8:15 AM: IOSC Program Y-12 Case Study 
o Collin Bruce, Y-12 

• 9:00 AM: Truth in Security: Using Improv to Build a Culture of Awareness  
o Mike Gerdwagen, Safeguards & Security Specialist II, NNSS 

• 9:45 AM: Project Velocity  
o Unica Viramontes, Associate Laboratory Director, LANL 

• 10:15 AM: Break 

• 10:30 AM: Identifying KMP 
o Ted Banks, SFPC, ISOC, Team Lead, National Industrial Security Program 

• 11:00 AM: SRS Security Awareness 
o A.D. Bollig, Security Awareness Program Manager, Savannah River Site  

• 12:00 PM: Lunch  

• 1:00 PM: Breakout Sessions, In-person Only 
o IOSC 
o OPSEC 
o PERSEC 
o Security Awareness 

• 4:30 PM: Closing Discussion 
o Steering Committee nomination process 
o Please complete surveys daily 
o Tours Thursday 9:00 am,  

Remember: No open-toed shoes and bring your badge  
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Thursday, July 30th: 
• 8:00 AM (EST): Plan of the Day 

o Crystal Banken, SASIG Chair 

• 8:05 AM: Open Forum 
o We'll recap the best parts of our Workshop and Breakout Sessions. 

• 9:00 AM: Tours 
o Meet in the lobby 

• 10:45 AM: Open Forum 
o Benchmarking and Q&A 

• 12:00 PM: Lunch  
(Boxed lunch option for those needing to leave)  

• 1:00 PM: SASIG Steering Committee Meeting  
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LABORATORY TOUR AGENDA – Thursday, July 30, 2026 

TOUR STOP DESCRIPTIONS 
Optical Sensors, Novel Waveguides, Harsh-Environment Sensing  
The LOPL is a laser/optics lab that focusses on optical sensing for harsh environments.  The lab houses NETL’s 
Laser Heated Pedestal Growth system (LHPG), which is capable of producing single-crystal optical fibers in 
sapphire, YAG, or other high-temperature oxides. Previously unavailable long-lengths of sapphire fiber are regularly 
produced in the lab and used for ultra-high-temperature distributed measurement systems. The LOPL also contains a 
novel hollow-capillary-waveguide deposition system that creates low-low waveguides for Raman and other types of 
spectroscopy. These waveguides are used in NETL’s Raman Gas Analyzer system, which makes sub-second 
measurements of multi-gas process stream components (such as in fast natural gas analysis).   

Reaction Analysis and Chemical Transformation (ReACT) Facility 
NETL’s Reaction Analysis & Chemical Transformation (ReACT) facility is transforming the paradigm of 
converting domestic resources into high-value, U.S. manufactured products. The ReACT facility's unique 
capabilities include the use of microwaves and plasma to enhance chemical reactions. These sources of energy drive 
all aspects of reaction engineering research, from catalyst design through reactor development, to allow 
unprecedented efficiencies, selectivity and yields of chemicals that are the backbone of the economy 

The NETL Supercomputer: Joule 
The Lab’s Joule 3.0 supercomputer is a powerful engine accelerating the rate of technology discovery and 
maturation. By simulating complex chemical and physical phenomena, coupled with targeted experimentation and 
artificial intelligence, NETL is transforming the state of understanding and pace of technology development, 
including catalysts, pipelines, sensors, and the design and operation of subsurface reservoirs and powerplants. 

Innovative Energy Systems: High-Pressure, High-Temperature Combustion Systems 
The Advanced Combustion Facility is executing cutting-edge research and development on transformational 
combustion processes and power cycles. This includes pressure gain combustion, fuel-flexible turbines and 
supercritical carbon dioxide working fluids, which have shown the potential to significantly increase the efficiency 
as compared to commercially available technology. The NETL facilities also have the capability to conduct 
advanced turbine blade cooling research and evaluate the efficacy of high-temperature alloys. 

Time Tour Stop Speaker Location 
9:00 am Research & Innovation Center Safety Briefing 
9:10 am Optical Sensors, Novel Waveguides, 

Harsh-Environment Sensing  
Michael Buric Laser and Optical 

Processes Lab, B25-102 
9:30 am Reaction Analysis and Chemical Transformation 

(ReACT) Facility 
Pranjali Muley ReACT Facility, B14 

9:50 am The NETL Supercomputer: Joule James Headen Solid Oxide Fuel Cell 
Experimental Laboratory, 
B4-East Bay / Joule 

10:10 am Innovative Energy Systems: High-Pressure, High-
Temperature Combustion Systems 

Pete Strakey Heat Exchange and 
Experimental Testing 
Laboratory, B6 



9 
 

SASIG OVERVIEW 
SASIG (Security Awareness Shared Interest Group) is a peer-to-peer network of federal and 
contractor personnel actively involved with security awareness. Voluntary members include 
security personnel at the Department of Energy (DOE), the National Nuclear Security 
Administration (NNSA) and their contractor facilities.  

BACKGROUND 

SASIG was organized in 1985 as the Safeguards and Security Training Special Interest Group 
(SST SIG)  
under the DOE Training Resources and Data Exchange (TRADE). In 1987, the SIG was  
re-established as the Security Education Special Interest Group (SE SIG) to address the impact of 
the new DOE O 5631.1A, Security Education Program. SASIG is managed by the Chair,  
Vice Chair and Steering Committee members. The DOE Office of Environment, Health, Safety 
and Security, Office of Security Policy (AU-51), serves as advisors to the Chair, Vice Chair and 
Steering Committee.  

SASIG OBJECTIVES  
• Promote Safeguards and Security Awareness within DOE  
• Assist with implementation of Safeguards and Security Awareness Program requirements 
• Facilitate networking opportunities for members  
• Foster a partnership with other federal agencies with security awareness interests  
• Share security awareness resources  
 

SASIG MEMBERSHIP 

SASIG membership is open to federal and contractor personnel with a work-related interest in 
security awareness. Send email to SASIG@y12nsc.doe.gov to receive a membership application. 
There are no registration or membership fees. 

We kindly request that you provide feedback to help us improve future annual meetings. Please 
use the Segment Evaluation Form to provide your feedback on each individual segment (e.g., 
presenters, panel, or interactive sessions).  

Please keep the survey close so you can get back to it for each segment.  

 

SEGMENT EVALUATIONS 

mailto:SASIG@y12nsc.doe.gov
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 STEERING COMMITTEE  
 

CRYSTAL BANKEN 

Crystal is the Security Awareness Shared Interest Group Chair. She also 
serves as the Access Control, Classified Visits, Security Awareness and the 
Foreign National Access Program Manager at the Y-12 National Security 
Complex in Oak Ridge, TN. One of her other responsibilities includes 
representing Personnel Security on Y-12’s Local Insider Threat Working 
Group (LITWG). Prior to assuming her current roles, Crystal began her 

career in Security Awareness and SASIG in 2008 as the Security Awareness Coordinator for  
Y-12. In her spare time, she enjoys traveling with her husband and spending time with her five 
granddaughters. 
 

CRAIG HAWKINS 

Craig Hawkins serves as Vice Chair of the Security Awareness Shared 
Interest Group (SASIG) Steering Committee. With nearly 10 years of 
security program leadership as a Personnel Security Manager at Idaho 
National Laboratory, Craig brings expertise in Personnel Security, DOE 
compliance, stakeholder engagement, and security culture to his SASIG role. 
His professional focus spans personnel security, policy administration, and 

the integration of emerging technologies — including automation and AI-assisted tools — to 
strengthen security program effectiveness. 

JAIME GORDON 

Ms. Gordon is a member of the Department of Energy’s Office of Security 
Policy (EHSS-51) Program Planning and Management team.  She is the main 
Safeguards and Security Planning topical lead, responsible for providing DOE 
requirements and guidance for implementing Departmental S&S programs; to 
include Security Plans, Surveys and Self Assessments, Performance Testing, 
and Security training and awareness. 

 
Ms. Gordon began her Department of Energy career as the Naval Reactors Laboratory Field 
office Safeguards and Security Branch Chief before transitioning to Security Policy. Prior to 
working with DOE, Ms. Gordon has over 20 years of experience serving in multiple security 
roles to include performing as a security specialist for various security disciplines within the 
DOD to include serving as the Information, Physical, and Lead Personnel Security Specialist 
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with the Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific, working with Lockheed Martin as a Facility Security 
Officer, and serving in the US Army as an Intelligence Analyst. 

Ms. Gordon lives in Pennsylvania with her two and four-legged family. 

WHITNEY SCHOPEN  

Whitney Schopen is the Foreign Ownership, Control, or Influence 
(FOCI)/CSCS, Foreign National, and Facility Access Coordinator at United 
Cleanup Oak Ridge (UCOR), LLC, where she has worked since joining the 
organization three months ago. Prior to UCOR, Whitney served as the Personnel 
Security Team Lead at Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) for two years, 
overseeing badging, clearances, sponsorships, and the security awareness 

program. She also held the role of FOCI/CSCS Coordinator at ORNL for nearly four years, 
contributing to her seven years of experience working with the Department of Energy (DOE).  
 

Before transitioning to DOE, Whitney spent almost eight years as a contractor for the 
Department of Defense (DoD), working in security at a flight simulation facility for F-18 
Hornets and Super Hornets. Whitney is also a U.S. Navy veteran, having served four years as an 
Aviation Ordnanceman and Plane Captain for F-18 aircraft.  
 
In 2017, Whitney relocated to Knoxville, Tennessee, after her husband retired from the military. 
A lifelong fan of the Smoky Mountains, she enjoys hiking, kayaking, and biking in the area and 
is proud to call Tennessee home. 
 

LEANN SLOCUM 

Leann serves as the Security Awareness Coordinator at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, a position she has held since 2024. With four years at LANL, 
Leann began her career at the laboratory in the badge office before quickly 
advancing to work in Foreign Ownership Control or Influence (FOCI) and 
Security Awareness. 

Prior to joining LANL, Leann dedicated twenty-one years to the healthcare industry, where she 
most recently served as the office manager of a surgical clinic and medical assistant. 

MIKE GERDWAGEN 

Mike brings over 18 years of diverse security experience to his role at the 
Nevada National Security Sites (NNSS). Specializing in Classified Mater 
Protection and Control (CMPC), Mike also supports the NNSS OPSEC and 
Security Awareness programs. Prior to joining the DOE, he worked as a 
Protective Force sergeant with the DOD at a chemical weapons 
demilitarization plant in Kentucky.  
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Mike holds an MBA, and a Bachelor’s degree in Theatre. A Los Angeles native, he is backed by 
a highly supportive wife, and their two children. Mike stays active in the local arts scene by 
writing and performing comedy as well as acting in staged productions and enjoys cooking, 
sports, and gaming. 

ANGI KING 

Angi King serves on the Steering Committee for the Security Awareness 
Shared Interest Group (SASIG), representing the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion 
Plant (PGDP) in Paducah, Kentucky. At PGDP, Angi manages a diverse 
security portfolio as a Security Specialist, Classified Matter Protection and 
Control (CMPC) Specialist, Inquiry Official, and OPSEC Working Group 
Chair. Angi also serves on the PGDP Joint Testing and Assessment Group, 

conducting comprehensive security performance testing. Through these combined roles, Angi 
leverages deep operational and compliance expertise to help shape security awareness initiatives 
and foster vigilance across the complex. 

In her spare time Angi enjoys spending time with her husband and three grandchildren and 
boating on Kentucky Lake with her family and friends. 

DOUG CROSSLAND 
 

Doug has been a Security Specialist at the National Energy Technology 
Laboratory (NETL) in Morgantown, WV, since 2023, where he serves as the 
Special Security Officer and the alternate Safeguards and Security Program 
Manager. Prior to transitioning to the Department of Energy, Doug managed 
security oversight for multiple special access programs as the Security Flight 
Director for the 309th Software Engineering Group's Advanced Programs 

Office at Hill Air Force Base, Utah. His earlier career includes serving as an Industrial Security 
Representative with the Defense Security Service (now the Defense Counterintelligence and 
Security Agency) Facility Clearance Branch in Quantico, VA, where he conducted initial vetting 
of contractor facilities for facility clearances. Doug is a U.S. Army veteran and served as both an 
Infantryman and a Human Intelligence Collector. He retired from the Army National Guard with 
24 years of service.  
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ADRIENE “A.D.” BOLLIG 

A.D. manages the Savannah River Site Security Awareness Program Manager. 
With 8 years of experience in the Safeguards and Security program, she 
embarked on her career at SRS in 2006. Over the years, she has held various 
roles in subcontract management, work planning and control, Construction 
Design Engineer, and Construction Coordinator. Since 2018, A.D. has been 
leading the Security Awareness Program at SRS. 

In her current role, A.D. collaborates with the SRS training department to develop 
comprehensive security trainings, manage the Key Management Personnels, produce security 
podcasts, and create informational security videos that educate employees across various security 
disciplines. The Security Awareness Program provides numerous security presentations and 
activities to a workforce of over 15,000 + individuals. Also, in her current roles, she ensures 
awareness briefings are conducted, manages the Key Management Personnel, and manages the 
SF312 program. 

She holds a Master of Business Administration and an Associate of Business Technology, with 
minors in Business Management and Marketing. 

On a personal note, A.D. has two daughters. Haleigh, 25, is a former collegiate and semi-
professional soccer player who is about to attend the Medical University of South Carolina 
(MUSC) to become a Physician Assistant. Allison, 21, is currently the captain of the Vanderbilt 
University soccer team; she has already earned one degree from Vanderbilt University (Medical, 
Health, and Society) and is pursuing a second. 

AARON FLOWERS 

Aaron is the Principal OPSEC Specialist and has been with the Nevada 
National Security Site for over 5 years.  Aaron has conducted numerous 
OPSEC Assessments and Reviews and has developed several OPSEC 
awareness articles and newsletters. 

Previously, he spent 20 years on the Pantex guard force as a Special Response Team Lead 
training nearly 200 new recruits. A former Texas police officer, he is a veteran of both the U.S. 
Marines and U.S. Army, receiving the Bronze Star and Presidential Unit Citation during the 2003 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

PRESENTER BIOS 
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SHANNON CARTIER 

Shannon Cartier is Pacific Northwest National Laboratory's Security Education 
and Awareness program manager. She was previously the PNNL Personnel 
Security Manager, Enterprise Communications Team Leader, Lessons Learned 
program manager and supported the CSTART project. A former radio and 
television news reporter and anchor, she also creates video stories around 

Battelle’s Safe Conduct of Research (SCoR) principles in support of PNNL’s safety culture. She 
has a Master of Arts in Communications and Leadership from Gonzaga University and a 
Bachelor of Science in Organizational and Mass Communications from Eastern Washington 
University and is PROSCI Change Management certified. She was awarded the Department of 
Energy Outstanding Security Professional of the Year (Contractor), and DOE Office of Science 
Outstanding Security Professional of the Year (Contractor) in 2020. 

DYRK GREENHALGH 

Dyrk is currently a Vulnerability Assessment Analyst with UCOR LLC that 
provides DOE Office of Environmental Management (EM) decommissioning 
and decontamination services in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He previously worked 
for DOE’s Office of Enterprise Assessments (EA) for eight years as a physical 
security and vulnerability assessor. Prior to that, he worked at Oak Ridge 

National Laboratory as an International Non-Proliferation Project Manager supporting several 
international nuclear protection initiatives and has performed work in over 45 countries. He has 
25 years Project Management experience and is a certified Project Management Professional 
(PMP) from Project Management International. He is a certified Physical Security Professional 
(PSP) from ASIS International, a Certified Counter-Terrorism Practitioner (CCTP) from the 
Counter-Terrorism Certification Board, and a Certified Tactical Breacher. He holds a Bachelor 
degree in Information Technology (BS) and a Master degree in Physical Security Engineering 
(MS) and is Adjunct Faculty at University of Tennessee Knoxville and an Instructor with DOE’s 
National Training Center. 

PETER L. OLINITIS 

SSA Peter L. Olinits has been working Counterintelligence Matters for the FBI for over 16 years 
and is considered a Subject Matter Expert on the Insider Threat.  SSA Olinits has worked 
investigations regarding Robert Hanssen, Walter Kendall Myers, James Nicholson, Elizabeth 
Shirley and now the Toebbes.  He is sought out by various USIC and FVEY partners for his 
expertise and has presented on the topic in Australia, the UK and Canada, among others.  For the 
Toebbe Investigation, SSA Olinits was one of two (2) case agents that led the investigative 
efforts, and publicly testified on the matter.  He recently received the United States Attorney 
General’s Award for Outstanding Counterintelligence Investigation and ODNI’s 
Counterintelligence Operations Award.  SSA Olinits has been stationed at various field offices in 
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the FBI, including Denver/Colorado Springs, West Virginia and Pittsburgh.  SSA Olinits has 
been married for 15 years and has three children. 

 
UNICA VIRAMONTES 
 

Unica Viramontes leads the Defense Protection directorate (ALDDP) at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), responsible for safeguards, physical 
security, and emergency management programs that protect special nuclear 
material, people, information, and critical assets across LANL. She brings 24 
years of progressive leadership in multiple security and safeguards functions.   

Viramontes began at LANL as a high-school co-op student and went on to advance through 
seven security and safeguards areas gaining deep operational and programmatic expertise across 
the Laboratory’s mission. Prior to her ALD appointment, she served as Senior Director for the 
Defense Security Program, Security Division Leader, and Program Director for Mission 
Assurance, Security, and Emergency Response, where she provided strategic direction, technical 
leadership and comprehensive program management for Laboratory-wide security programs. As 
ALDDP, she integrates protective force operations, physical security, emergency management, 
and operational assurance to anticipate and counter evolving threats. She focuses on disciplined 
operations and strong partnerships with mission organizations to ensure protection strategies 
align with and enable production and scientific activities. 

TED BANKS 

Mr. Ted Banks is the National Industrial Security Program Team Lead within EHSS.  Joining 
DOE in 2024, Mr. Banks specializes in the facility clearance lifecycle, risk management, and 
foreign ownership, control or influence (FOCI) mitigation.  In his current role, he manages the 
facility clearance lifecycle for DOE headquarters contracts and implements FOCI risk 
management strategies across all DOE program offices.  Previously, Mr. Banks served for 16 
years with the Department of Defense’s Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency 
(DCSA), where he advanced to lead the Due Diligence Unit.  His career in national security and 
intelligence also includes serving as a U.S. Army infantryman, conducting human intelligence 
operations with the FBI’s Special Surveillance Group, and supporting ICE as a watch office 
reports officer.  Mr. Banks received the 2023 Secretary of Defense Medal for Meritorious 
Civilian Service for developing a highly effective due diligence and vetting process within 
DCSA that enhanced DoD supply chain resilience. 
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SABEENA KHANNA 

Ms. Sabeena Khanna serves as the Deputy Director of the US Department of 
Energy’s Insider Threat Program housed within the Office of Intelligence and 
Counterintelligence. She has been involved with the establishment and 
implementation of Department of Energy’s Insider Threat Program since June 
2014. Prior to working the Insider Threat Program mission, Ms. Khanna worked 

for the Office of Security Policy for more than eight years assisting in the development and 
promotion of Departmental policies. She has also held several positions at the Department within 
the Safeguards and Security policy and implementation mission space since 1997 to include 
working for the Office of Science for more than seven years. Ms. Khanna began her Department 
of Energy career as a Protective Force officer before she transitioned to the Office of Science 
where she served for seven years holding various positions with the Office of Science’s security 
team. Ms. Khanna holds a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and Criminology from the 
University of Maryland (College Park), and a Graduate Degree in Security Strategy from the 
National Defense University at Fort McNair in Washington, DC.  

MONICA MARKS 

Mrs. Monica Marks serves as the Director for the Office of Departmental 
Vetting and Assistance within the Office of Environment, Health, Safety 
and Security at the U.S. Department of Energy. In this capacity, she is 
responsible for the Department-wide implementation of Personnel Vetting 
Initiatives, ensuring adherence to Trusted Workforce requirements for 
national security, non-sensitive public trust, and low-risk populations 

across the agency. Her office also oversees the Professional Adjudication Training Certification 
Program, Administrative Review, Congressional Inquiries, Quality Assurance, Field Assistance, 
and Clearance Automation. Furthermore, Monica is responsible for the implementation of 
national policies established by the Office of Personnel Management, the Office of the Director 
of National Intelligence, and the White House.  With over 22 years of dedicated service to DOE 
across various security disciplines, Monica brings a wealth of experience. She previously held 
the role of Senior Security Specialist, where she coordinated the enrollment of over 100,000 
national security personnel into continuous vetting capabilities. Her diverse background at DOE 
also includes impactful roles as a Central Alarm Station Operator for the Headquarters Protective 
Force, a Program Analyst for the National Nuclear Security Administration, and a Security 
Assistant in the Office of Headquarters Security Operations. 
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SASIG is directed by a steering committee composed of DOE/NNSA federal partner(s), contractors, and 
other security professionals. Members serve a two-year term. The Chair and Vice Chair are elected by 
majority vote of the committee. New committee members are selected during the annual workshop 
steering committee meeting.  
 

 
Individuals interested in serving on the steering committee must be members of SASIG for at least one  
year. Committee members are expected to participate in SASIG activities such as the annual workshop, 
monthly SASIG conference calls, and special projects. Ask for an application at the annual workshop or 
email SASIG@y12nsc.doe.gov. 
 
 
 

 

 

 SASIG STEERING COMMITTEE 

HOW CAN I BECOME A STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBER? 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 Crystal Banken, Chair  Crystal.Banken@y12ncs.doe.gov  865-241-8185  

Craig Hawkins, Vice Chair  Craig.Hawkins@inl.gov 208-526-3095 
Whitney Schopen, 
Administrator    

Whitney.Schopen@orcc.doe.gov 865-250-4586 

Doug Crossland  douglas.crossland@netl.doe.gov 304-376-7427 
Mike Gerdwagen  gerdwamj@nv.doe.gov 702-630-8099 
Angi King  Angi.King@pad.pppo.gov 270-703-6664 
Leann Slocum  leann@lanl.gov 505-479-1556 

DOE ADVISOR   
Jaime Gordon Jaime.Gordon@hq.doe.gov 240-687-3439 

mailto:SASIG@y12nsc.doe.gov
mailto:Crystal.Banken@y12ncs.doe.gov
mailto:Craig.Hawkins@inl.gov
mailto:Whitney.Schopen@orcc.doe.gov
mailto:douglas.crossland@netl.doe.gov
mailto:gerdwamj@nv.doe.gov
mailto:Angi.King@pad.pppo.gov
mailto:leann@lanl.gov
mailto:Jaime.Gordon@hq.doe.gov
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