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We are directed by Congress to: 

• Create public timetables and structure for federal permitting 
review

• Convene agencies to spur collaboration and share best 
practices

• Coordinate processes with federal agencies to increase 
efficiencies

• Create predictability in the process to avoid delays and 
unexpected costs

The Permitting Council Helps 
Projects Make Progress
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The Permitting 
Council

Consists of 16 federal 
agencies involved in 
reviewing and authorizing 
infrastructure projects.
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Benefits of FAST-41 Coverage

Federal agencies must collaborate on 
creating and managing permitting 
timetables

Increased Predictability

One-stop shop for project sponsors and 
federal agencies to coordinate progress and 
timeline extensions

Enhanced Coordination

Funding transferable to federal, state, local, 
and Tribal governments to support 
environmental authorization

Resources

Drive issue resolution, direct resources, and 
maintain internal accountability

Agency Leadership Attention

Public access to permitting timetables 
and federal decisions alongside 

Permitting Council oversight

Transparency & Accountability

Clearly defined escalation procedures for 
resolving permitting timetable roadblocks

Dispute Resolution
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FAST-41 coverage is voluntary and is initiated at the Project Sponsor’s request
• Not all infrastructure projects are FAST-41 projects
• Lead (or facilitating) agency makes the coverage determination based on criteria defined in FAST-41

Objective Criteria: 

• Subject to NEPA
• Likely to require >$200M investment

CCUS Criteria: 

• Covered by programmatic plan or environmental review to facilitate carbon dioxide pipelines
• NEPA requirement and cost threshold do not apply

Tribal Criteria: 
• Sponsored by a Tribe, Alaska Native Corp., Native Hawaiian Organization, and located on lands 

owned or under the jurisdiction of the sponsor
• Subject to NEPA
• Cost threshold does not apply

FAST-41 Covered Projects
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Renewable energy production

Conventional energy production

Electricity transmission

Surface transportation*

Aviation*

Ports and waterways*

Water resource*

Broadband

Pipelines

Manufacturing

Mining

Carbon capture

Semiconductors

Artificial intelligence and machine learning

High-performance computing and advanced 
computer hardware and software

Quantum information science and technology

Data storage and data management

Cybersecurity

Energy Storage

*FAST-41 excludes WRDA-funded and DOT-led projects

FAST-41 Covered Project Sectors
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• Construction of infrastructure for “carbon capture” includes construction of: 

• Any facility, technology, or system that captures, utilizes, or sequesters carbon dioxide emissions, 
including projects for direct air capture; and

• Carbon dioxide pipelines

• Criteria:
• Project is covered by a programmatic plan or environmental review developed for the primary purpose 

of facilitating development of carbon dioxide pipelines
• No NEPA requirement
• Must involve a Federal permitting or review action

FAST-41 Covered Projects: CCUS



Efficiency and Accountability: the “Covered Project” Process
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Transparency through the Permitting Dashboard

Project page provides: 

• Agency contact information 

• Project sponsor contact 

information

• List of all agencies involved

• Project location and description

• Up-to-date project schedule

Visit: Permits.Performance.gov
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Transparency through the Permitting Dashboard

Permitting Timetable includes:

• all federal milestones required

• the timeline for completion of 

each action

• current status of each action

Visit: Permits.Performance.gov
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Transparency through the Permitting Dashboard

Dashboard also provides 

additional information about 

each required action
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Transparency through the Permitting Dashboard



Thank you

Permitting.gov

Rebecca Higgins
Chief of Staff
Rebecca.Higgins@permitting.gov
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