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RP 1185 is Mutually Beneficial

▪Builds relationships to improve safety over time

▪Supports public’s desire for engagement

▪Improves public understanding and trust

▪Provides elected officials and policymakers with critical 
information

▪Engagement remains a top priority for PHMSA and others

▪Improves corporate reputation and public perception



RP 1185 Founding Principles

▪Flexible to accommodate current company programs offering 
opportunity to fill gaps or upgrade efforts

▪Scalable to size of company, type of project, and on- the-
ground conditions

▪Balance of industry, government and public stakeholders 
helps address differing needs to provide greater buy-in

▪Provides operators a way to demonstrate they are acting in 
good faith



Cornerstones to Successful Engagement

▪The basis of this RP:
▪ Openness and Transparency

▪ Respect

▪ Reciprocity

▪ Inclusiveness

▪ Accessibility

▪More about what than how



Who's covered in the RP

▪ Jurisdictional to the U.S. Department of Transportation

• Hazardous liquids inter & intrastate transmission pipelines

• Natural Gas inter & intrastate transmission pipelines 

• Certain regulated gathering pipelines 

▪ Does not include distribution systems operated by a Local Distribution 
Company (LDC) or municipality

▪ Covers the lifecycle of the pipeline from preconstruction and design 
through operation and abandonment



Who are Stakeholders

▪ The RP refers to individuals, including communities, 
populations, and their representatives, potentially affected 
by a pipeline who have an interest in that pipeline. 

▪ For engagement to be successful an operator will need to 
identify, understand, and acknowledge that some 
stakeholders hold legal or even constitutional rights.

▪ Successful engagement is built upon acknowledging and 
honoring these rights.



Importance of Accountability

▪ Primary focus on operator but most effective when 
stakeholders engage & share with operators

▪ Clear commitment from Top Management

▪ Plan, Do, Check, Adjust ensures continuous improvement

▪ Minimum program documents required of operators



RP 1185 Program Elements



Ballot Results
• Ballot issued December 2022

• Document open to public comments 
during ballot period

• Ballot passed with 22 Affirmatives and

•       2 Abstentions (incl. FERC)

• Ballot closed with over 1200 
comments

• API Staff sorted comments and 
identified duplicates

• 90% of comments come from 
industry

• 10% of comments come from 
public

• No comments from government



Comment Resolution
• Each caucus to address respective 

comments

• Public Caucus already addressed 
public comments

• Industry Caucus continues to address 
Industry comments by meeting every 
other week.

• No timeline for comment resolution 
has been established.

• Reviewing comments that represent 
significant issue for industry caucus.

• Once comment resolution is 
completed, TG will identify next steps 



Timeline for Completion

At the current rate of comment resolution, it is expected to 
take until late summer/early fall before starting a second 
review period.



Resources to Support Implementation

▪ Two-page overview briefings on RP 1185 and its 
importance

▪ Booklets providing more detailed techniques & 
methods

▪ Pipeline safety material shareable via existing 
sources, e.g., pipeline 101, operator websites, 
etc.  

▪ API & pipeline trades have created an RP 1185 
implementation team to develop guidance and 
tools to support operator implementation



Implementation Roadmap



Thank you!

• Sam Minifie, Policy Advisor, API

• MinifieS@api.org

• 202-682-8407
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