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From: Jim Brown [jim747@sbcglobal.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2007 4:57 PM 

To: FutureGen.EIS@netl.doe.gov 

Subject: FutureGen for West Texas 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
Unfortunately, I was unable to attend your public forum last night discussing the potential location of the 
FutureGen Project near Odessa, Texas. As a Midland, Texas resident for the past 10 years, I wanted to 
accept your invitation for additional public comments. 
 
I am a semi-retired petroleum geologist and former vice president/general manager of a large independent 
natural gas company. Prior to relocating to Midland, I have lived in North Carolina (home), New Orleans and 
Lafayette in Louisiana, Houston and Tyler in Texas and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. In Midland, I currently 
serve on the City of Midland Water Resources Committee as well as the Museum of the Southwest’s 
Planetarium Advisory Committee. 
 
As you have likely witnessed during your visits, the Midland – Odessa - Andrews Area of West Texas is quite 
unique –and I don’t mean just the landscape. Although Houston is often called the Capital of the Energy 
Industry, my experience has been that Midland- Odessa is really the true Capital of Energy 
Entrepreneurship. Oil and gas projects throughout the world are initiated and operated from offices here. In 
recent years, local individuals and companies have helped Texas become the largest wind energy producing 
state in the Nation. Local towns here have teamed with UT Permian Basin to initiate an experimental high-
temperature nuclear reactor. Additionally, Andrews has invited a nuclear waste disposal site to be built as 
well as teamed with New Mexico to initiate a large nuclear processing facility. I ask you – How many other 
regions in the US are this farsighted? 
 
This community is extremely science and engineering oriented. If I wanted, I could spend virtually every day 
of the week attending science or engineering lectures and luncheons with local professional societies, 
hearing speakers from around the world. As you have seen, UT Permian Basin, Odessa College and Midland 
College have excellent resources to support research projects. The Center for Energy and Economic 
Diversification is an excellent example of the link between industry and academia here. Concerning 
commercial use of CO2 – including processing, piping and injection - this region literally wrote the book. 
 
I have been in the energy business for over 37 years and firmly believe that we must develop a variety of 
sources of energy to sustain our modern way of life. I believe that the US should actively pursue coal, 
nuclear, oil and natural gas, wind and biofuels. Although I’m personally a skeptic concerning anthropogenic 
greenhouse gas global warming, I am pragmatic enough to realize that we must begin to capture gas from 
the largest anthropogenic source of CO2 –coal-fired power plants. The greatest reserve of energy in the US 
is coal. As an amateur astronomer, I overwhelmingly welcome the reduction or elimination of coal’s pollutants 
like Nitrous Oxide, Sulphur Dioxide and Mercury. As a petroleum geologist, I am excited about the potential 
for increased utilization of CO2 in coaxing more  oil and natural gas out of the ground. 
 
Since we are located in an arid environment here, many may worry that our water resources are too meager 
to use for the FutureGen facility. Although I cannot officially represent the City of Midland or its Water 
Resources Committee, my four years studying Midland’s future water demand and supply has impressed me 
that this plant should not materially affect this region’s resources. Through the Colorado River Municipal 
Water District as well as its own groundwater reserves, Midland has adequate water resources far into the 
future. Unlike many cities and despite a decade-long drought, Midland has not been required to restrict water 
usage. Future groundwater reserves for the City have been purchased and delineated. Wastewater re-use is 
currently being studied and a pilot plant is being permitted. Additionally, new membrane technology will soon 
allow expanded commercial use of large brackish and salty groundwater reserves throughout this region. 
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I believe that building FutureGen at the Penwell Site will be in the best interest of all involved. As you have 
seen in your meetings here, this State and this Region have done everything in their power to welcome you 
here. We want you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jim Brown 
 
1603 Stanolind Avenue 
Midland, Texas 79705 
432 618-1980 

 

 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-351 

O1. Brown, Jim 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #2: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #3: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #4: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

 8                 MR. GIL VAN DEVENTER:  Thank you.  That 

 9   was very well stated.  He stole some of my thunder, but 

10   I mean, we have the same thoughts there.  My name is Gil 

11   Van Deventer.  I'm a hydrogeologist with Trident 

12   Environmental, and we are a local environmental 

13   consulting company. 

14                 Other than being a resident in this great 

15   area of West Texas for the past 20 years -- I wasn't 

16   born here, got here quick as I could -- but I come here 

17   as an unbiased citizen.  I have no financial interest in 

18   FutureGen.  By that, I mean I'm not being paid by anyone 

19   to be here and speak my mind. 

20                 First of all, I'd like to say that I am 

21   very supportive of the Odessa site being chosen as the 

22   site for FutureGen.  I read the Draft EIS in its 

23   entirety and I don't foresee any adverse significant 

24   impacts to the resources of the proposed site, other 

25   than improving of the chosen area. 

0038 

 1                 In particular, it will be a very 

 2   beneficial effect to the division a resources, land use, 

 3   social, economics, environmental, justice, community 

 4   services, and utility infrastructure.  I believe that 

 5   the Odessa site is ideally located for environmental 

 6   impact to environmental and commercial resources and 

 7   human health issues. 

 8                 And each of the remaining sites, Texas and 

 9   Illinois, I'm sure they're going to have some 

10   significant impacts or difficult obstacles to overcome 

11   if chosen, and -- however, I think it will be well 

12   within our ability, especially here, to mitigate these 

13   impacts and reduce or eliminate their effects. 

14                 In fact, I don't think that's a bad thing 

15   to have, you know, some of these challenges, because for 

16   FutureGen to be a success, we need to meet these 

17   challenges by mitigating the various impacts so that we 

18   can learn from them and then transfer this technology to 

19   future FutureGens.  And so by then, I'm very confident 

20   that the Odessa site will serve as the best model for a 

21   successful venture of this technology. 

22                 Permian Basin has long proven its ability 

23   to implement and advance innovative technology, because 

24   it has a great resource of educated and friendly people 

25   in the industry and accommodating business, governmental 
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 1   and residential atmosphere, well established and 

 2   respected colleges and universities, and the existing 

 3   utility and transportation corridors and other strategic 

 4   qualities.  It is these virtues that have made this area 

 5   a successful source for distinguished individuals, 

 6   including those in high public office in Washington. 

 7   You might know of a few and elsewhere, and who are 

 8   dividing our country on the right path forward and this 

 9   is, you know, one of those right paths forward. 

10                 Meeting challenges, that's commonplace in 

11   the Permian Basin.  I have been for several decades 

12   since the beginning of the oil and gas industry.  Our 

13   confidence in that regard is why we're becoming a center 

14   of energy diversification.  Like John said, I mean, that 

15   includes the wind and solar energy, nuclear energy, and 

16   hopefully soon, near zero emission coal-fired power 

17   generation.  Thank you. 
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Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #2: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #3: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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Summary Comments 
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Summary Comments 
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Written Comments 
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Written Comments 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-362 

O3. Clean Coal Technology Council (LaGrone, Scott) 

 

#2 

 

#3 

 

#4 

 

 

#5 

 

#6 
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Written Comments 
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Written Comments 
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Written Comments 
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Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

22                 MR. SCOTT LaGRONE:  My name is Scott 

23   LaGrone, and I have to say I was raised in the Permian 

24   Basin.  I went through high school at Odessa High 

25   School.  I spent the last 50 years in Austin, Texas. 

0025 

 1   But I wanted to take this opportunity to talk about the 

 2   FutureGen proposal from my perspective.  I was not aware 

 3   of some of the information I heard tonight.  I will make 

 4   a comment on that in a moment. 

 5                 I'm currently a member of -- Chairman 

 6   Williams is chairman of our Clean Coal Technology 

 7   Council.  I was appointed by Governor Rick Perry in 

 8   2004.  I have served six years on the Lower Colorado 

 9   River Authority Board of Directors and involved with 

10   3,000 megawatts of power generation during that time 

11   period, as well as coal generation.  I do appreciate the 

12   chairman's efforts to promote the FutureGen proposal for 

13   the State of Texas. 

14                 I can't tell you how important it is that 

15   with find some alternative fuels besides natural gas for 

16   our state to use in the generation of electricity, and 

17   certainly, FutureGen is a real hopeful research area.  I 

18   spent 35 years in the research area of energy 

19   environment, and so I started with some of the work in 

20   the (inaudible) process which then became the Texaco 

21   process, which is the now the GE process, which is 

22   what's now called integrated gasification combined 

23   cycle. 

24                 The NEPA process, which you heard so much 

25   about, requires not only the classical biological and 

0026 

 1   physical examination, but it also requires examination 

 2   of the human impacts on the population on the economy. 

 3   And I think that these gentlemen are more than qualified 

 4   to have looked into the biological and physics of the 

 5   emissions, et cetera.  But what I would like to comment 

 6   on very quickly is the human and societal considerations 

 7   for the Permian Basin.  My belief is that the local and 

 8   national economic factors are very important in this 

 9   specific EIS, because of the nature of what it can 

10   achieve for our nation and for our state. 

11                 In summary, and you should know, I 

12   submitted a 10-page document that has more than you ever 

13   want to know about each of these points, so I will just 

14   give you the summary points and stick within my five 

15   minutes.  I believe FutureGen is a perfect research tool 

16   for the West Texas location and will meet the societal 

17   and economic impact requirements of the NEPA act.  I 

18   believe that this is because leaders in this region and 

19   the general population are energy aware and would 

20   welcome such a facility and the economic contribution it 

21   will bring. 
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22                 The IGCC process is a chemical process. 

23   It's not a conventional coal operation.  It requires the 

24   work force with the chemical plant experience where you 

25   need chemical plant experience to operate it, not 
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 1   (inaudible) coal experience.  We're veterans in the 

 2   Permian Basin where we have years and years of 

 3   experience in personnel in operating the chemical and 

 4   natural gas facilities.  I think that is a very 

 5   important point when you start evaluating this location 

 6   against other locations in the country. 

 7                 From my perspective, at least, having been 

 8   raised here, environmentally, it is an excellent 

 9   location for such a facility with a history and 

10   acceptance by the population of the importance of energy 

11   production for our nation. 

12                 Another valuable point is rail by coal, 

13   especially western coal, is easily available and at a 

14   reasonable cost to this location.  I understand you are 

15   going to use other coals as well in this research 

16   facility, but certainly, western coal is -- a line runs 

17   just north of here and provides all Central Texas coal 

18   plants with their western coal. 

19                 I heard the part about the deep saline 

20   injection, and I've just got to add, I sure hope one of 

21   the slip streams of the CO2 off of this facility is used 

22   to produce more oil for this nation.  If there ever was 

23   a case where it's needed, we are currently importing it 

24   from the Four Corners area up in Farmington, New Mexico, 

25   via pipeline.  And what better way than to take more 

0028 

 1   than just a slip stream of this million tons a year, but 

 2   let's inject it into our water-flooded oil fields and 

 3   produce more oil for our nation. 

 4                 Since IGCC plants are chemical plants, 

 5   they work best when running at full load capacity or at 

 6   least constant load, not when they try to fall the load 

 7   like natural gas plants do.  The electric we get in this 

 8   area can more than accommodate the 275 megawatts this 

 9   plant is going to be, so there is no question about 

10   operational feasibility of the plant.  I'm sure all of 

11   this is well understood by the scientists and 

12   technologists who have been involved in this but I came 

13   into this kind of late, I must admit. 

14                 The Texas grid not only wants 

15   275 megawatts, we have a need for 20 or 30,000 megawatts 

16   of power in the next 20 years in this state and we are 

17   desperate.  And so this technology needs to move as fast 

18   as it can so that we can get some real-sized plants, 

19   1,000 megawatts as opposed to 275 megawatts, and get 

20   them under way and sequester the CO2 at the same time. 

21                 I guess in summary, I just have to say 

22   that I believe this project here in the Permian Basin is 

23   a win-win for DOE and its research goals, promoting 

24   national energy independence through new coal 

25   technology.  I believe it's a win-win for the Permian 
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 1   Basin economy with its trained work force and positive 

 2   attitude about energy development.  I think it's a 

 3   win-win in helping Texas reach its current and future 

 4   needs for electrical power, because we really are in 

 5   need in the next ten years, and I think if we will take 

 6   this slip stream of CO2 and put it down in the ground, I 

 7   think it's a win-win in energy independence for more 

 8   domestic crude production. 

 9                 And again, thank you very much for your 

10   time and patience.  I hope I stuck with my five minutes, 

11   and I will be happy to answer any questions, if it's 

12   appropriate. 
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O3. Clean Coal Technology Council (LaGrone, Scott) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

While DOE has addressed the local economic impacts of the proposed project, 

DOE has not explicitly quantified the national economic impacts of this project 

for either this particular project individually or for the future employment of a 

fleet of FutureGen progeny power plants. DOE does not believe that it can 

assess the future national economic impacts to a degree of accuracy that would 

justify the effort. With this project, DOE aims to foster a fleet of power plants 

that can efficiently capture and sequester CO2 with no more than a 10 percent 

increase in the cost of electricity, on average, resulting from the CO2 capture 

and sequestration. Assuming this goal is reached. DOE envisions a wide variety 

of potential benefits, including especially those from averted global warming or 

other (economic and environmental) impacts that may occur with rising CO2 

concentrations in the atmosphere. As with national economic impacts, DOE has 

not specifically quantified the national energy considerations in this EIS. As 

reported in Section 1.3, this project was conceived based on the 

recommendations in the National Energy Policy, issued in May 2001 (NEP, 

2001). The project is also a national response to the widely perceived need to 

reduce significantly the emissions of greenhouse gases from the use of fossil 

fuels. 

Response to Comment #2: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #3: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #4: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #5: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #6: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #7: 

 

This research is not currently planned for FutureGen but may be considered in 

the future; therefore, no changes are required to the EIS. 

Response to Comment #8: 

 

The "energy penalty" for carbon dioxide capture and sequestration as well as 

oxygen supply may be high, particularly with the use of the readily available 

commercial technologies that exist today. However, one of the goals of 

FutureGen is to help foster new technologies that promote energy efficiency, 

for example, through the minimization of energy penalties associated with the 

various components of power plants. Therefore, there are no changes required 

to the EIS. 
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Response to Comment #9: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O4. Edwards, Kirk 
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O4. Edwards, Kirk 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O5. Ward County Teachers Credit Union (Rankin, Kay) 

 

 

#1 
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O5. Ward County Teachers Credit Union (Rankin, Kay) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O6. University of Texas of the Permian Basin (Watts, David) 
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O6. University of Texas of the Permian Basin (Watts, David) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O7. Woltz, Jeff 
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The handwritten text as been transcribed as follows: 

 

As I have come to understand, the containment of the CO2 gas is the most important aspect of the FutureGen Project.  

No other site offers the geological formation as the Odessa site location does.  Furthermore, the Odessa site’s location in 

the Permian Basin offers the leaders in CO2 injection knowledge throughout the world.  With this in mind, I cannot see 

how any of the other sites can rank ahead of the Odessa location.  There is also easy access to Mexico for international 

partners and an international airport within 25 miles of the site.  With this in mind, I hope you will take note of the 

public support in the area which extends in to several states and surrounding country. 
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O7. Woltz, Jeff 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O8. Gore, Jesse W. 
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O8. Gore, Jesse W. 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O9. Odessa Council Member, District 3 (Bodiford, Royce) 
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O9. Odessa Council Member, District 3 (Bodiford, Royce) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O10. Boswell, John 
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O10. Boswell, John 

 

#2 

 

Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

14                 MR. BOSWELL:  Darrell McDonald Realtors 

15   from Midland.  Thank you.  I should have looked at the 

16   names of the people before me before I signed up on the 

17   list following Michael Williams and everybody.  Just 

18   speaking as a citizen of Midland is what I wanted to do. 

19   I did not know there was a public meeting from 4 to 6 or 

20   I would have been here earlier.  But I did want to 

21   comment that I have, in my world of real estate, been 

22   talking to people around Midland, and as much as we 

23   might have a rivalry on football, Midland is totally 

24   behind FutureGen coming to West Texas.  And looking at 

25   the sites that the DOE has chosen, it just makes 

0035 

 1   complete and total sense to come here and it's easy to 

 2   be partial.  We live here, we want the business, et 

 3   cetera.  But when you have an international airport, 

 4   when you have La Entrada coming in, we have existing 

 5   lines of communications with Mexico and China, as 

 6   Midland and Odessa have sister cities in these 

 7   countries, there is so much going on here. 

 8                 We've been building up just for our own 

 9   sake, let alone for the fact that we would like to have 

10   FutureGen come here, but Midland and Odessa both cities 

11   are on an upsurge, the likes of which neither has seen 

12   for many years.  And we're used to booms and busts.  The 

13   oil business has seen it all over and again.  But now 

14   more than ever, Midland and Odessa are both prepared 

15   beyond belief. 

16                 We have people moving here from across the 

17   nation on a daily basis.  I manage 200 rental units and 

18   I get calls and e-mails every day of people looking for 

19   a place to come to work for every occupation you can 

20   think of, not just coming here to work for the oil 

21   industry, and people transferring here from Dallas, 

22   which is (inaudible), but it's like you're coming here 

23   from Dallas?  Colorado, Utah, Chicago, everywhere.  I 

24   have not heard one negative thing.  I can't think of one 

25   negative thing. 
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 1                 Midland-Odessa is all about energy.  We 

 2   have wind turbine farms in Big Spring and McCamey.  We 

 3   have the nuclear plant going in up at Andrews.  We have 

 4   this.  We have oil and gas.  You know, Stephanie 

 5   Sparkman has been talking about how Permian Basin is the 

 6   Energy Basin.  And that's the absolute truth. 

 7                 We are about as international as a little 

 8   town can get and people are going to want to come to 

 9   FutureGen from all over the world to see it, be a part 

10   of it, bring it to their country.  And how are they 

11   going to be able to do that from some of the other 

12   locations?  How are they going to be able to reach them? 

13   Where are they going to stay?  Where are they going to 

14   go eat? 

15                 Some of the other cities are pretty small. 

16   Jewett is around larger cities and larger facilities, 

17   but Eastern Texas, in my opinion, is becoming highly 

18   congested.  And that's why they're wanting to do a 

19   trans-Texas corridor and do this massive eight-lane 

20   freeway going north and south.  And they're overdoing 

21   what they need to do, in my opinion, whereas here in 

22   Midland-Odessa, you've got the interstate, pow, you're 

23   right on the site.  You've got airports ten minutes 

24   away.  It's so easy here. 

25                 And just speaking as a public person from 

0037 

 1   the City of Midland, I've had some tough acts to follow 

 2   here tonight, but Midland has your full support and you 

 3   know, I'm anxious to see how this all works about and 

 4   would like to see it come here.  So that's all I was 

 5   going to say. 
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Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

23                 MR. BOSWELL:  I'm John Boswell.  I did 

24   think of one other thing that I wanted to comment.  I 

25   may have touched on this, but I want to hit it again. 

0043 

 1   It's a real big thing for West Texas to hear something 

 2   big coming and then it not happen.  We've had, you know, 

 3   various companies rumored to come to Midland, you know, 

 4   oil companies and whatnot, doesn't happen.  Walt Disney 

 5   was going to have a Disney World here.  Of course, that 

 6   didn't happen.  We had a Disney store for a little 

 7   while. 

 8                 You know, Midland and Odessa have heard 

 9   the whole gambit of things coming here, yes, no, maybe 

10   so.  This room is not nearly as full as it ought to be 

11   with the people who are in support of this.  And they 

12   are skeptical, and with good reason.  But they're all in 

13   favor of it, and I guarantee if this site was chosen, 

14   the Odessa site were chosen, you'd see support coming 

15   out of the woodwork.  You would see people who have left 

16   Texas for jobs coming back to Texas just to, you know, 

17   be a part of it, because it's going -- the synergy that 

18   this is going to create, this is a one-time plant. 

19                 We're going to get it off the ground.  We 

20   are going to learn a lot from it.  But the growth 

21   potential from all of this, you know, the university is 

22   going to grow from this.  Andrews, the surrounding 

23   communities there, the airport, the rail system, that's 

24   going to create La Entrada's real system going north to 

25   Denver and Colorado.  The ramifications of it are 

0044 

 1   monumental. 

 2                 And I have seen the big picture and I have 

 3   tried to communicate it to a lot of people and they're 

 4   all like yeah, that's all good and great, go get it, 

 5   John.  And you know, I'm the one who's beating the drum 

 6   and I'm doing the best I can.  But I've been to Austin. 

 7   I've met, you know, Mr. Seliger and many others and you 

 8   know, we can only do so much.  But you definitely have 

 9   the support of Midland, and I just wanted to reiterate 

10   that one time. 
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O10. Boswell, John 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #2: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #3: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O11. McCulloch, Michael J. 
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Response to Comment #1: 

 

DOE oversees numerous projects that are investigating and supporting a wide 

variety of power plant technologies.  Desalination of brine for the purpose of 

supplying fresh water to the nearby communities has not yet been planned or 

considered for this project.  Project planners and those who would conduct 

demonstration projects at the FutureGen facility in the future could consider one 

or more methods of desalinating brines for the purpose of creating a public 

supply of fresh water.  This type of project could be considered after the plant 

becomes operational during the time period when various R&D projects would 

be conducted.  R&D projects have not yet been identified for this time period. 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-393 

 

O12. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Jones, Carolyn) 
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O12. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Jones, Carolyn) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O13. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Montoya, Grace) 
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O13. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Montoya, Grace) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-397 

 

O14. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Rook, Tom) 
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O14. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Rook, Tom) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O15. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Jimenz, Mayra) 
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O15. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Jimenz, Mayra) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O16. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Henry, Beth) 

 

 

#1 

 

 

 
  



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-402 

O16. Complex Community Federal Credit Union (Henry, Beth) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O17. Till, Justin 
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O17. Till, Justin 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O18. Till, Jarred 
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O18. Till, Jarred 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O19. Best Made Designs (DeFranco, Tino) 
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O19. Best Made Designs (DeFranco, Tino) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-409 

 

O20. Best Made Designs (Brown, Gene) 
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O20. Best Made Designs (Brown, Gene) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O21. Best Made Designs (Garcia, Connie) 
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DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-412 

O21. Best Made Designs (Garcia, Connie) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O22. Caulder, KC 
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O22. Caulder, KC 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O23. Shropshire, Catherine 
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O23. Shropshire, Catherine 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O24. Till, Donna 
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O24. Till, Donna 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O25. Till, Lynn 
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O25. Till, Lynn 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O26. Cobos, Cynthia 
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O26. Cobos, Cynthia 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O27. Ward County (Oyerbides, Patricia) 
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O27. Ward County (Oyerbides, Patricia) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O28. Ward County Commissioner, Precinct 2 (Hanna, Larry J.) 

 

 

 

#1 

 

 

 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-426 

O28. Ward County Commissioner, Precinct 2 (Hanna, Larry J.) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O29. Monahans Main Street Association (Walker, Paula) 
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O29. Monahans Main Street Association (Walker, Paula) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O30. First National Bank (Hunt, Todd) 
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O30. First National Bank (Hunt, Todd) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O31. First National Bank (Almanza, Rosie) 
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O31. First National Bank (Almanza, Rosie) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O32. First National Bank (Fredericks, Jim) 
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O32. First National Bank (Fredericks, Jim) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O33. West Texas State Bank (Johnson, Sheran) 
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O33. West Texas State Bank (Johnson, Sheran) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-437 

 

O34. West Texas State Bank (Wells, Robert) 
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O34. West Texas State Bank (Wells, Robert) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O35. West Texas State Bank (Heslin, Frank) 
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O35. West Texas State Bank (Heslin, Frank) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O36. Monahans-Wickett-Pyote Independent School District (Richardson, Keith) 
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O36. Monahans-Wickett-Pyote Independent School District (Richardson, Keith) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O37. Monahans Office of the Mayor (Cutbirth, David) 
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O37. Monahans Office of the Mayor (Cutbirth, David) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O38. City of Monahans (Garica, Mary) 
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O38. City of Monahans (Garica, Mary) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O39. City of Monahans (Wilson, Jeppie S.) 
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O39. City of Monahans (Wilson, Jeppie S.) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O40. City of Monahans (Benad, Ken) 

 

 

#1 

 

 

  



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-450 

O40. City of Monahans (Benad, Ken) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O41. City of Monahans (Ward, Ted) 
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O41. City of Monahans (Ward, Ted) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O42. City of Monahans (Hawkins, Richard) 
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O42. City of Monahans (Hawkins, Richard) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O43. City of Monahans (Mills, David) 
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O43. City of Monahans (Mills, David) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O44. City of Monahans (Marquez, Lorena) 
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O44. City of Monahans (Marquez, Lorena) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O45. Monahans Economic Development Corporation (Haynes, Morse) 
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O45. Monahans Economic Development Corporation (Haynes, Morse) 

 

#2 

Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

13                 MR. MORSE HAYNES:  Morse Haynes, 

14   M-O-R-S-E.  Didn't really plan to talk today, but I 

15   thought any time I get an opportunity to talk about 

16   Monahans and this region, I thought I would go ahead and 

17   take advantage of that.  And what I would like to stress 

18   on this is how it is a regional project and Odessa and 

19   Midland have been very strong in this.  And all the 

20   communities around it are very supportive of them in 

21   this venture.  And I know Monahans is and we have a 

22   great support there. 

23                 Just today, everywhere I go, well, what do 

24   you think about FutureGen?  Well, I spend 20 minutes at 

25   the post office talking about how important FutureGen is 
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 1   and what it's going to do for this region.  And anyway, 

 2   not that we have -- what I would like to say is we have 

 3   options.  Midland-Odessa, quality of school systems, 

 4   quality of communities, Monahans, Crane, Wink, Kermit, 

 5   Andrews, all of them are quality.  I think what the 

 6   difference would be, you have communities around the 

 7   other sites but here you have quality, and I think that 

 8   is a very important to the project.  And again, as a 

 9   region, we are very supportive of FutureGen.  Thank you. 
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O45. Monahans Economic Development Corporation (Haynes, Morse) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #2: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O46. Texas Railroad Commissioner (Williams, Michael) 

 

 

#1 

 

 

Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

15                 MR. MICHAEL WILLIAMS:  Mark, thank you. 

16   Understanding the admonition to all of us elected 

17   officials to be short and recognizing the proverb that 

18   says, "Blessed is he with little to say and refrains 

19   from saying it," I will be short.  I want to do a couple 

20   of things.  First of all, to so I thank you, Jerry, to 

21   folks from the Alliance for the way that you worked with 

22   us and the way you have allowed us to make the best 

23   presentation that we could have. 

24                 And second, obviously, it's to DOE for the 

25   same and I want to do the same thing to Hoxie, to you 
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 1   and your group here locally for doing what you could on 

 2   behalf of West Texas.  It is a pleasure for me as a son 

 3   of Midland and Odessa to have a chance to come back home 

 4   and then to also welcome all of you here, from myself 

 5   and from Governor Rick Perry for all the work that you 

 6   have done. 

 7                 And as it specifically relates, Mark, to 

 8   the EIS, let me do this from the State of Texas.  We 

 9   appreciate the thoroughness, the accuracy of the work 

10   that you did, and we appreciate the fact that Gretchen, 

11   I think we left the scoping meeting and I said that I 

12   looked forward to you coming back to Texas in November, 

13   so let me leave this podium the way I left it the last 

14   time.  I look forward to you coming back to Texas in 

15   November, because in Texas, in November, one of those 

16   two sites will be the site that you select.  As I tell 

17   folks, right now because officially on behalf of both of 

18   them, I am a parent with two kids.  I want both my kids 

19   to succeed and look forward to one of them succeeding. 

20   Thank you. 
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O46. Texas Railroad Commissioner (Williams, Michael) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O47. U.S. Representative Mike Conaway (Wright, Ricky) 

 

 

#1 

 

Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

24                 MR. RICKY WRIGHT:  I think it's a little 

25   unfair to make me follow a first-class act like Michael, 
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 1   not much I can add to that.  But on behalf of 

 2   Congressman Conaway, he regrets the fact he can't be 

 3   here tonight.  He sent a quick statement, basically to 

 4   address the good folks from the DOE and welcome you to 

 5   West Texas. 

 6                 As it begins, "Welcome to Odessa, Texas, 

 7   and the Permian Basin.  I am disappointed I could not be 

 8   here to join you today for this very important first 

 9   step in making FutureGen a reality.  I appreciate the 

10   opportunity you have given me to brag on the excellent 

11   efforts of the Odessa community and the efforts they 

12   have put in bringing FutureGen to the Permian Basin. 

13                 "The Permian Basin has long been a leader 

14   in energy production in research, both traditional and 

15   alternatives forms of energy.  Generally known for oil 

16   and gas, the community has put together a tremendous 

17   effort in looking toward the future with the efforts to 

18   bring FutureGen to West Texas.  The statement of having 

19   a traditional oil and gas center push for an alternative 

20   energy source is a testament to the dedication of this 

21   community to improve our nation's energy security and 

22   lead us into an independent energy source. 

23                 "In regard to the environmental concerns 

24   of FutureGen, I am confident that the Penwell-Odessa 

25   site has the most positive impact on the environment. 
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 1   In addition to natural advantages of the remoteness of 

 2   the site, FutureGen will receive support from the area's 

 3   years of expertise in handling CO2 sequestering and 

 4   enhanced oil recovery.  This provides the infrastructure 

 5   to continue such efforts and will also help in assuring 

 6   that CO2 is always handled in an 

 7   environmentally-sensitive manner. 

 8                 In addition, the FutureGen committee and 

 9   the supporting communities have addressed all the issues 

10   in relation to the EIS, including concerns regarding the 

11   availability of water to the site. 

12                 Again, thank you for your efforts in 

13   making the FutureGen a reality.  I continue to believe 

14   that the Penwell-Odessa site is far the best site for 

15   energy production."  No offense there, Michael. 

16                 "And I hope you will enjoy some of West 

17   Texas' fine hospitality during your stay and please call 

18   on me or my office if there is anything or any 

19   assistance I can be.  Sincerely, Michael Conaway, US 

20   Congressman."  Thank you. 

21                 MR. McKOY:  We have certainly been 

22   enjoying the West Texas hospitality. 

23                 MR. RICKY WRIGHT:  We've got some more. 
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#1 

20                 MR. RICKY WRIGHT:  I will add a little bit 

21   there, if you don't mind.  I really didn't want to do 

22   this, but Mike and I have traveled this district.  And 

23   as most of you know, District 11 stretches from Loving 

24   County, which is just west of here a hundred or million 

25   miles, wherever that is, we have been there several 
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 1   times, and it runs all the way over to Comanche County, 

 2   which is where I'm from. 

 3                 And as we have traveled, we have not heard 

 4   one comment from any area within our district that is 

 5   not for FutureGen and the project coming to Texas.  And 

 6   our district in Odessa has done a great job.  Folks from 

 7   my hometown, small communities like Goldthwaite and San 

 8   Saba have even made comments, "Are you guys going to get 

 9   this project?  We think it's great.  We'd love to see it 

10   happen.  Texas needs it.  We think Odessa is the place 

11   to put it."  They believe in the Permian Basin and they 

12   believe in its ability to do things with energy. 

13                 So just as a side comment, Odessa is doing 

14   a great job.  So is Midland and the Permian Basin as a 

15   whole, Monahans, Andrews, Big Lake, and so forth, 

16   they're all behind it.  But there are even parts of 

17   Texas that probably won't see it unless they come out 

18   here and visit, and they're for it.  So you have got a 

19   strong support in Texas.  And Michael, your oldest son 

20   in Texas wants it out here. 
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O47. U.S. Representative Mike Conaway (Wright, Ricky) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-467 

 

O48. Texas State Senator Kel Seliger (Perkins, Denise) 

 

 

#1 

 

 

Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
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 1                 MS. DENISE PERKINS:  I'm Denise Perkins, 

 2   and I'm with Senator Seliger's office and he could not 

 3   be here tonight, but he sends this comment.  He says, 

 4   "Texas is completely committed to the FutureGen project. 

 5   It has been one of my legislative priorities in the 

 6   Senate.  I believe the Permian Basin is the best 

 7   location for the project, because of its unique ability 

 8   to sequester the CO2 and represent a future of 

 9   environmentally sensitive projects." 

10                 Thank you. 
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O48. Texas State Senator Kel Seliger (Perkins, Denise) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O49. Odessa Chamber of Commerce (George, Mike) 

 

 

#1 

 

 

Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

14                 MR. MICHAEL GEORGE:  I didn't officially 

15   sign up.  I will be more than happy to speak. 

16                 I'm Mike George, G-E-O-R-G-E.  I'm 

17   president and CEO of the Odessa Chamber of Commerce.  I 

18   would just like to say that we would concur that the 

19   Odessa-Penwell site, in our opinion, is the best place 

20   for this project, because all of the components of 

21   FutureGen, including the chemistry and the gas plant 

22   construction, the handling, the CO2, all the components 

23   that make up the FutureGen project are all layered 

24   together here in one place where we have been doing all 

25   of those components individually for decades.  And I 
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 1   don't think you will find that anywhere else in the 

 2   country. 

 3                 And we've welcomed FutureGen to Odessa and 

 4   we think we have the work force that can handle it and 

 5   the community is certainly very supportive, the entire 

 6   region.  So we welcome it.  Thank you. 
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O49. Odessa Chamber of Commerce (George, Mike) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O50. Heard, Beatrice 

 

 

#1 

 
 

Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

18                 MS. BEATRICE HEARD:  Can someone say 

19   something from here? 

20                 MR. McKOY:  You need to come here and 

21   speak to make sure everyone can hear you and the 

22   transcriptionist can hear you.  You need to come up here 

23   and state your name. 

24                 MS. BEATRICE HEARD:  My name is Beatrice 

25   Heard, and I am a Midlander.  And when they had the last 
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 1   meeting, I came to the meeting and I work for MISD and I 

 2   work for -- work with a man, he is a retired engineer. 

 3   And he retired and became certified as a teacher and I 

 4   was telling him, I said you know, I'm kind of interested 

 5   in finding out more about FutureGen.  And so he said, 

 6   well, why don't you go to the meeting?  So I said, oh, 

 7   okay.  So he finally talked me into it and when I drove 

 8   up, I sat in my car for a few minutes.  I said, oh God, 

 9   I say, give me the strength, I said.  I'm going in here 

10   with all these sorehead men.  I said there will not be 

11   women there.  I said first thing they're going to know 

12   why I'm out here.  So I said, okay, God, you've got to 

13   give me the strength. 

14                 So I walked in and this pleasant lady was 

15   standing at the door, and I run up to her and I said, 

16   "Oh, thank God you're here."  And so she said, "Why?" 

17   And I said, "I just thought I was going to be the only 

18   woman here."  And so she said, "Come on in, come in 

19   here."  So I came and she was very nice and the 

20   reception was very nice.  And I picked up some 

21   information and everything and I've been keeping up with 

22   it. 

23                 As a matter of fact, I have every article 

24   on FutureGen I have cut out of the paper, trying to keep 

25   up with what's going on.  But I just feel like the last 
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 1   meeting I was there, it was 11 ladies.  So it's about 30 

 2   of us now.  I don't know what you all are here for, but 

 3   I have a little reason but I can't tell my little reason 

 4   right now.  But I am so pleased that this will come to 

 5   Midland. 

 6                 I hope -- I hope that you all will decide 

 7   Midland will be -- Midland for the Permian Basin will be 

 8   the site.  And I don't know what you women are here for, 

 9   but I know you're here for a reason, because they said 

10   behind every good man there is a woman.  So there you 

11   see these women.  And I just wanted to say, I appreciate 

12   you all considering Midland and I hope it comes to 

13   Midland.  Thank you, very much. 
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O50. Heard, Beatrice 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O51. Mayberry, Michelle 

 

#1 

 
 

 

Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

23                 MS. MICHELLE MAYBERRY:  Hello.  My name is 

24   Michelle Mayberry, and a good person just left.  His 

25   name is Michael Williams.  He's the Railroad 
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 1   Commissioner.  My mother didn't tell you, he's our 

 2   cousin.  And so as you can see, we all have the gift for 

 3   talking.  But I truly love my cousin and I highly 

 4   endorse what he supports.  So we in Midland and Odessa 

 5   and the Permian Basin area, we truly would love to see 

 6   you guys come to West Texas.  This is a great 

 7   opportunity for all of us to make West Texas more 

 8   diversified and provide more opportunities, 

 9   employment-wise.  And just wouldn't it be great for us 

10   to be the first location in the world to have something 

11   like this? 

12                 So I look forward to it.  I hope and pray 

13   that you guys will decide to come to West Texas, and we 

14   look forward to seeing you.  Thank you and glad everyone 

15   is here. 

 

 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-474 

O51. Mayberry, Michelle 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O52. Sparkman, Jessica 
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Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

16                 MS. JESSICA SPARKMAN:  I just had a really 

17   quick statement.  And actually, I'm related to the 

18   environmental -- my name is Jessica Sparkman, 

19   S-P-A-R-K-M-A-N.  I have seen the artistic 

20   representations of what the actual site will look like 

21   for the facility and I know that you guys went to the 

22   site yesterday and saw it.  I haven't been to the other 

23   three, but I do know that I would guess that of the 

24   four, we would probably be the one that would have the 

25   best environmental impact locally.  I think it would 
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 1   improve our beautification of the area quite a bit. 

 2                 So I want to make sure that you understand 

 3   that that's actually, environmentally, that's a big plus 

 4   here that you can actually add to the beautification of 

 5   the area.  So I just wanted to add that comment. 
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Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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(The complete comment document submitted to DOE is shown in G10.) 

#1 

Public Hearing Oral Comment (see full transcript in Appendix K) 
 

25                 MR. WALDEN:  Hello.  I'm Steven Walden, 

0040 

 1   and I'm here to represent the FutureGen Texas team.  And 

 2   primarily, what I'm trying to do is let you know that a 

 3   lot of work has gone into this project, and I'm here 

 4   primarily to congratulate the DOE and their contractors. 

 5   They have done a marvelous job, and my tasks for the 

 6   FutureGen Texas team, my role has been to oversee the 

 7   environmental accumulation of the information and pass 

 8   it on to them. 

 9                 We sent them a mountain.  They have melted 

10   and synthesized it and done all the risk analysis and 

11   have done a spectacular job of putting it together.  I 

12   commend you on this effort.  It's Herculean.  Good job. 

13   And unlike Jerry Oliver who was here earlier, he said he 

14   thought this time had passed fast.  To me, it seems like 

15   we have been working on this since the Eisenhower 

16   administration.  Good job, good job. 
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#10 

 

#11 

 

 
 
The last entry in Table S-4 on this page mentions that the proposed injection targets are a “lower interval 
of the Delaware Mountain Group sandstones and an upper interval of Queen formation sandstones.” This 
is ambiguous and could be misconstrued. Please clarify that the lower target is the Delaware Mountain 
Group (not a lower interval of the DMG) and the upper target is the lower part of the Queen Formation. 
 
In Table S-4, the description incorrectly states that the proposed sequestration site for the Odessa site is 
“3 miles (4.8 kilometers) east of Fort Stockton.”  Please revise the description to state that the outer 
boundary of the injection reservoir area is more than 8 miles (12.9 kilometers) east of Fort Stockton, and 
the actual injection sites will be farther. 
 
In Table S-12, regarding Surface Water – The DEIS indicates that anticipated pipeline construction for the 
Odessa site will require approximately 3 to 6 stream crossings.  No perennial streams exist within any of 
the proposed corridors for this site, and only a limited number of ephemeral draws could potentially be 
impacted by construction.  There will be no CO2 pipeline crossings of perennial streams, except 
potentially along the ROW for the existing commercial CO2 pipeline from the plant site to the 
sequestration site.  Please revise the description to distinguish between perennial stream crossings and 
intermittent or ephemeral stream crossings and if these occur within existing or new ROW. 
 
In Table S-12 regarding Biological Resources – The DEIS incorrectly suggests that primarily row crops 
would be lost to any new corridor construction for the Odessa site.  Please revise the description to 
indicate that the affected area is primarily non-arable, brush lands. 
 
The last entry in Table 2.4 on this page mentions that the proposed injection targets are a “lower interval 
of the Delaware Mountain Group sandstones and an upper interval of Queen formation sandstones.” This 
is ambiguous and could be misconstrued. Please clarify that the lower target is the Delaware Mountain 
Group (not a lower interval of the DMG) and the upper target is the lower part of the Queen Formation. 
 
In Table 2-4, regarding Odessa Site Description – Same comments as identified in SUMMARY, Table S-
4. 
 
In Figure 2.14, the number of injection wells and plumes shown (10) doesn't match any injection scenario. 
Please clarify the discrepancies.  
 
On the last bulleted item on the page, the EIS mentions Lower Delaware Mountain Group and upper 
interval of Queen formation.  Please clarify that the lower target is the Delaware Mountain Group (not a 
lower interval of the DMG) and the upper target is the lower part of the Queen Formation. 
 
Surface Water – The DEIS suggests that the “…Odessa sites would include underground crossings of 
surface waters by CO2 pipelines. In the unlikely event of a CO2 pipeline leak near one of these crossings, 
surface water impacts could include a reduction in pH and localized high concentrations of CO2 and 
H2S.”  There will be no CO2 pipeline crossings of perennial streams, except potentially along the ROW for 
the existing commercial CO2 pipeline from the plant site to the sequestration site.  Please revise the 
description to distinguish between perennial stream crossings and intermittent or ephemeral stream 
crossings and if these occur within existing or new ROW. 
 
The target sequestration formation shown as “Lower Delaware Mountain Group and upper interval of the 
Queen Formation” is incorrect. Please clarify that these should be Delaware Mountain Group (primary) 
and Lower Queen Formation (secondary) 
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#12 

 

Table 3-13 incorrectly indicates that “Some surface water use would occur in Odessa, Jewett, and 
Tuscola. Impacts of water use are likely to be more important for the Odessa Site.”  No surface water will 
be used for either the Jewett or Odessa sites.  Please revise the table to remove references to Jewett and 
Odessa surface water use. 

#13 

 

#14 

 

#15 

 

#16 

 

#17 
 

#18 

 

#19 

 

 

#20 

 
 

#21 

 

#22 

 

#23 
 

TCEQ - In Table E-9 regarding Air Modeling Protocol – In Table E-9 for Odessa, the “annual” table lists an 
average Bowen Ratio value that does not seem consistent with the 12 sector average values.  Please 
revise the table to correct the annual average Bowen Ratio value. 
 
TCEQ - Air Modeling Protocol - The DEIS lists “The nearest ambient monitors to the site and the 
pollutants monitored at these locations …” and indicates that “The stations selected are in proximity to the 
Odessa site.”  It further includes Table E-12 which “presents the representative yet conservative 
background for these criteria pollutants for the proposed Odessa site.”  Please consider the following 
recommended monitoring locations as more representative alternatives for the Odessa site:  Although 
Odessa and Hobbs NM sites are good choices, El Paso is not. Other sites that might be used are 
Carlsbad NM (NOx, O3 and PM2.5) -110 mi, Artesia NM (SO2 and NOx) -130 mi., Lawton OK (O3) - 300 
mi, and Big Bend (O3 and PM2.5) - 200 mi. 
 
TCEQ - In Table E-12 regarding Air Modeling Protocol – The appendix lists background ambient air 
quality Odessa which is not consistent with the corresponding table in Volume 2, Table 7.2-2.  Please 
revise this information to be consistent or explain the discrepancies. 
 
The second entry in Table 7.1-1 on this page mentions that the proposed injection targets are a “lower 
interval of the Delaware Mountain Group sandstones and an upper interval of Queen formation 
sandstones.” This is ambiguous and could be misconstrued. Please clarify that the lower target is the 
Delaware Mountain Group (not a lower interval of the DMG) and the upper target is the lower part of the 
Queen Formation.” 
 
In Table 7.1-1 regarding Odessa Site Features – Same comments as shown for Summary, Table S-4 
 
In Figure 7.1-3, the number of injection wells and plumes shown (10) doesn't match any injection 
scenario. Please clarify discrepancies. 
 
Affected Environments – The DEIS incorrectly indicates “The proposed (Odessa) injection site is located 
…  approximately 3 miles (4.8 kilometers) east of Fort Stockton.” Please revise the description to clarify 
that the outer boundary of the injection reservoir area is actually more than 8 miles from Fort Stockton, 
and actual injection wells will be farther. 
 
 
TCEQ - Operational Impacts – The DEIS notes an amount of annual mercury predicted by AERMOD to 
be deposited and within a certain distance from the project site.  However, given the units presented, this 
seems to be the annual ground-level concentration predicted by AERMOD.  Please revise these 
statements to reflect “ground-level concentrations” rather than “deposition.” 
 
The DEIS incorrectly indicates that the average annual precipitation at the Odessa site is “about 5 inches.”  
Please revise the average annual precipitation to approximately 15 inches to more accurately reflect 
meteorological conditions in the area. 
 
In Table 7.3-1 regarding Seasonal Weather Data – The weather precipitation data in the table is 
incorrectly labeled.  Please revise the table to clarify that this reflects “Average Monthly Precipitation” 
rather than “Precipitation.”    
 
The meaning of “sandstone carbonate” in the third paragraph is unclear. Please clarify if this is referring to 
sandstones and carbonates (separate units) of the Trinity Group. 
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#24 

 

#25 

 

The meaning of the statement “The depth interval of the injection reservoir for the lower Queen Formation 
is between approx. 0.5 to 1.0 mile for the Delaware Mountain Group.” Is unclear. Please clarify statement. 
 
This section states that 4 wells are required for lower injection rate and 10 for higher; summary document 
says at least 3 wells are required for lower rate and at least 8 for higher rate. Please clarify this 
inconsistency. 

#26 

 

#27 

 

#28 

 

#29 

 

 

 

 

 

Wetlands – The DEIS states “No areas potentially subject to Section 404 jurisdiction are located within the 
CO2 pipeline corridor east or west of the proposed (Odessa) power plant site.”  However, only one CO2 
pipeline is proposed to connect to the existing pipeline located east of the plant site.  This Ector County 
pipeline segment should not be confused with the two pipeline corridors that have been proposed coming 
from existing CO2 pipelines east and west of the injection reservoir in Pecos County.  Please revise the 
text to clarify this description. 
 
In Table 2-3 regarding Weather Information for Odessa, TX – The table incorrectly labels the weather 
data.  Please revise the table to clarify that the values represent “Average Monthly Precipitation” rather 
than Precipitation; and “Average Wind Speed” rather than Wind Speed for each season. 
 
Offsite Populations – The DEIS states that for the Odessa site “Fort Stockton is about 8 miles (13 
kilometers) west of the injection site, although there may be a shorter distance between the nearest of the 
10 injection wells and the town, depending on the exact location of the wells.”  Please revise the 
description to clarify that Fort Stockton is actually more than 8 miles from the outer boundary of the 
estimated maximum extent of the injection reservoir and that the exact well locations will be farther, not 
nearer, to the town. 
 
Key Factors Affecting Risk Assessment - The DEIS incorrectly states that populated areas are within 8 
miles of the CO2 injection site for Odessa.  Please revise the description to clarify that Fort Stockton is the 
closest populated area and is more than 8 miles from the outer boundary of the estimated maximum 
extent of the projected injection reservoir and that the exact well locations will be farther, not nearer to 
town. 
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Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #2: 

 

Table S-4 has been revised as follows: “Proposed injection targets for this site 

include a lower interval (the Delaware Mountain Group sandstones) and an 

upper interval (the lower part of Queen formation sandstones).” 

Response to Comment #3: 

 

Table S-4 has been revised as follows: “The proposed injection site would be 

approximately 13 miles (21 kilometers) east of Fort Stockton, Texas.” 

Response to Comment #4: 

 

Table S-12 and Table 3-3 were revised to specify that the 3 to 6 crossings are 

ephemeral draws not perennial streams. 

Response to Comment #5: 

 

Table S-12 has been revised as follows: “Up to 128.5 miles (207 kilometers) 

total, of which 68.7 miles (111 kilometers) within new ROW, primarily non-

arable brush lands would be impacted.” 

Response to Comment #6: 

 

Table 2-4 has been revised as follows: “Proposed injection targets for this site 

include a lower interval (the Delaware Mountain Group sandstones) and an 

upper interval (the lower part of Queen formation sandstones).” 

Response to Comment #7: 

 

Table 2-4 has been revised as follows: “The proposed injection site would be 

approximately 13 miles (21 kilometers) east of Fort Stockton, Texas.” 

Response to Comment #8: 

 

Figure 2-14 shows 10 wells. This is consistent with text in Table 2-4 which 

states that a minimum of eight wells would be needed to support a 2.8 million 

tons (2.5 MMT) per year injection rate. The figure illustrates a scenario using 

two more wells than the minimum required to support a 2.8 million tons (2.5 

MMT) per year injection rate. If Odessa were selected, the final number and 

position of wells will reflect more detailed site characterizations. The text also 

points out that a lower injection rate could require only three wells. Therefore, 

the text will remain as presented in the EIS. 

Response to Comment #9: 

 

The last bulleted item in Section 3.1.4 has been revised as follows: “0.4 to 1 

mile (0.6 to 1.6 kilometers) for Odessa lower target (the Delaware Mountain 

Group) and Odessa upper target (lower part of the Queen formation).” 

Response to Comment #10: 

 

Section 3.1.7 was revised to specify the Odessa crossings are ephemeral draws 

not perennial streams. 

Response to Comment #11: 

 

Table 3-3 was revised as follows: "Formation: Delaware Mountain Group 

(primary) and Queen Formation (secondary)." Table S-12 in the Summary was 

also revised. 
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Response to Comment #12: 

 

Table 3-13 has been revised as follows: “Some surface water use would occur 

at Tuscola.” 

Response to Comment #13: 

 

The annual average Bowen Ratio value in Table E-9 has been revised to 

“4.392708.” 

Response to Comment #14: 

 

The issue of representative ambient air monitoring site was discussed in detail 

with the Site Proponent and DOE used information from data that were 

available. Since there are no actual monitoring stations within the ROI of the 

site, it would be making more assumptions as to the representativeness of any 

monitoring station that would be chosen. As part of the air permitting process, it 

would be more appropriate to consider monitoring at the site, if it is selected. 

Therefore, the text will remain as presented in the EIS. 

Response to Comment #15: 

 

Table 7.2-2 was revised to be consistent with Table E-11. 

Response to Comment #16: 

 

Table 7.1-1 has been revised as follows: “Proposed injection targets for this site 

include a lower interval (the Delaware Mountain Group sandstones) and an 

upper interval (the lower part of Queen formation sandstones).” 

Response to Comment #17: 

 

Table 7.1-1 has been revised as follows: “The proposed injection site would be 

approximately 13 miles (21 kilometers) east of Fort Stockton, Texas.” 

Response to Comment #18: 

 

Figure 7.1-3 shows 10 wells. This is consistent with text in Table 7.1-1 which 

states that a minimum of eight wells would be needed to support a 2.8 million 

tons (2.5 MMT) per year injection rate. The figure illustrates a scenario using 

two more wells than the minimum required to support a 2.8 million tons (2.5 

MMT) per year injection rate. If Odessa were selected, the final number and 

position of wells will reflect more detailed site characterizations. The text also 

points out that a lower injection rate could require only three wells. Therefore, 

the text will remain as presented in the EIS. 

Response to Comment #19: 

 

Text in Tables 7.1-1, 2-4, and S-4 was revised.  The following sentence was 

added: “The proposed injection site would be approximately 13 miles (21 

kilometers) east of Fort Stockton, Texas.” 

Response to Comment #20: 

 

DOE concurs with the comment and thus, Section 7.2.3.2 was revised to read 

"would result" rather than “would be deposited.” 

Response to Comment #21: 

 

Precipitation data from the monitoring station at Penwell was consulted.  This 

indicated the annual average rainfall of 13.2 inches per year.  Subsequently, the 

text in Section 7.3.2.1 was revised to:  “Average annual precipitation is about 

13 inches (33 centimeters) (at Penwell), and measurable precipitation occurs 

about 64 days per year.” 
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Response to Comment #22: 

 

Table 7.3-1 was revised as requested, changing the label from: “Average 

Monthly Precipitation” to “Average Precipitation” (e.g., total seasonal average).  

As indicated in the Response to Comment No. 21, data from the monitoring 

station at Penwell was used, resulting in an annual average rainfall of 

approximately 13 inches per year. 

Response to Comment #23: 

 

Section 7.4.2.1 was revised as follows: "…Cretaceous-aged carbonates and 

sandstone that are approximately…" 

Response to Comment #24: 

 

The text cited in the comment was deleted based on its being unclear and 

unessential. 

Response to Comment #25: 

 

Section 7.4.2.3 was revised as follows: "Numerical modeling results indicate 

that a minimum of three wells would be required to support the proposed 

injection rate for the lower injection rate and a minimum of eight wells for the 

higher rate." 

Response to Comment #26: 

 

Section 7.8.2.1 was revised as follows: "No areas potentially subject to Section 

404 jurisdiction are located within the CO2 pipeline corridor east of the 

proposed power plant site that would connect to the existing CO2 pipeline." 

Response to Comment #27: 

 

Table 2-1 in the revised Risk Assessment regarding Summary of Surface and 

Subsurface Features of Four Candidate Sites was revised under: “climate” to 

show the headings “Average Seasonal Daily Temperatures”, “Average Seasonal 

Precipitation” and “Annual Precipitation” and values were updated accordingly. 

Specifically, annual precipitation was revised to 42.6 inches for Jewett and 14.9 

inches for Odessa. 

Response to Comment #28: 

 

The Response and the text has been revised in Section S-4, Table S-4; Section 

2.4.4, Table 2-4; Section 7.1.3, Table 7.1-1 of the EIS; and Section 4.3.1.2 in 

the Risk Assessment as follows: “The proposed Odessa Sequestration Site area 

is located in a semi-arid, sparsely populated area adjacent to (i.e., north and 

south of) I-10 in Pecos County, Texas.  The proposed injection site is located on 

an approximately 42,320-acre (17,126-hectare) property approximately 58 

miles (93.3 kilometers) south of the proposed Odessa Power Plant Site, and  

approximately 13 miles (21 kilometers) east of Fort Stockton, Texas.”   

Response to Comment #29: 

 

The specific locations for the injection wells have not been selected. However, 

the potential location of the closest well is 13 miles from Fort Stockton. 
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#1 

 
 

 

 

 

Tornado frequency 

 

“The Odessa region has the lowest historical tornado activity, with one tornado greater than F1 
intensity occurring every 200 years.” 
 

Section 7.3.2.2 of the EIS reports 7 tornadoes of intensity F1 or greater in Ector county in the last 

56 years.  That is certainly a higher rate than one every 200 years.  Was the same methodology used 

for all four sites to obtain a predicted tornado frequency? 
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Response to Comment #1: 

 

The DEIS included tornado information from both the EIVs and from NOAA.  

However, to ensure consistency, the EIS has been revised so that tornado data is 

based solely on NOAA sources and not information in the EIVs.  The same 

methodology was applied to each site:  1)  a query of the NOAA database was 

performed on a county basis (e.g., Ector County) for the 57.3 year time interval 

between January 1950 and March 2007;  2) the land area of the county was 

determined from a web search; 3) the number of F1 or higher tornadoes per 50 

years (possible operating timeframe of the power plant) was  calculated for each 

county (total multiplied by (50/57);  4) to be able to compare the normalized 

tornado frequency for each candidate site across the same amount of land area 

(to account for differences of the sizes of the counties), the average area of the 

counties was calculated (850 square miles); and 5) the normalized tornado 

frequency over 50 years was estimated for a standardized 850 square mile area 

by multiplying the number in step 3 by 850 sq. mi divide by the/county area in 

sq.mi.). 
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O55. City of Coahoma (Read, Bill) 

 

#1 

 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-487 

O55. City of Coahoma (Read, Bill) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O56. Sivalls, Inc. (Sivalls, C. Richard) 

 

#1 
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O56. Sivalls, Inc. (Sivalls, C. Richard) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O57. Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. (McCall, Peggy) 

 

#1 
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O57. Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. (McCall, Peggy) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O58. San Angelo Chamber of Commerce (Neighbors, Phil) 

 

#1 
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O58. San Angelo Chamber of Commerce (Neighbors, Phil) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O59. Odessa College (Williams, Gregory D.) 

 

#1 
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O59. Odessa College (Williams, Gregory D.) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O60. Samaritan Cousneling Center of West Texas, Inc. (Jones, Margaret T.) 

 

#1 

 

#2 

 

#1 
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O60. Samaritan Cousneling Center of West Texas, Inc. (Jones, Margaret T.) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #2: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O61. Pecos Economic Development Corp. (Burkholder, Mike A.) 

 

#1 
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O61. Pecos Economic Development Corp. (Burkholder, Mike A.) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O62. Ector County Independent School District (Sollis, Wendell) 

 

#1 
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O62. Ector County Independent School District (Sollis, Wendell) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O63. City of Levelland (Bradley, Hugh) 

 

#1 
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O63. City of Levelland (Bradley, Hugh) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O64. Meteor Crater Friends, Inc. (Rodman, Thomas E.) 

 

#1 
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O64. Meteor Crater Friends, Inc. (Rodman, Thomas E.) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-506 

 

O65. City of Odessa Housing Authority (Spears, Bernadine H.) 

 

#1 

 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-507 

O65. City of Odessa Housing Authority (Spears, Bernadine H.) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O66. McMinn’s Furniture (McMinn, Tom) 

 

#1 
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O66. McMinn’s Furniture (McMinn, Tom) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O67. Office of the County Judge (Leck, Bonnie) 

 

#1 
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O67. Office of the County Judge (Leck, Bonnie) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O68. Ector County Health Department (Solla, Gino) 

 

#1 
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O68. Ector County Health Department (Solla, Gino) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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O69. Medical Center Hospital (Webster, William) 

 

#1 

 

#2 

 

#1 

 

 



DOE/EIS-0394 FUTUREGEN PROJECT EIS 
FINAL ODESSA - COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

NOVEMBER 2007  13-515 

O69. Medical Center Hospital (Webster, William) 

Response to Comment #1: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 

Response to Comment #2: 

 

Comment noted and will be included in the Administrative Record of the EIS. 
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INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 


