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APPENDIX A 
COORDINATION LETTERS 

In the course of preparing this EIS, interaction efforts among state and federal agencies were 
necessary to discuss issues of concern or other interests that could be affected by the Proposed Action, 
obtain information pertinent to the environmental impact analysis of the Proposed Action, and initiate 
consultations or permit processes.  Following are the coordination letters sent by various agencies for 
each of the four candidate sites. 

A.1 MATTOON 

The following agencies sent coordination letters: 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
• Coles County Highway Department 
• Mattoon Township Highway Department 
• Bureau of Indian Affairs 
• Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
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September 13, 2006 

 
Dan Wheeler 
IL Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity 
620 East Adams Street 
Springfield, IL 62701  

 
Re: FutureGen Mattoon – Threatened or Endangered Species, Natural Area,  
                                         And Wetland Review Updates 
                                         Project Number’s: 0604520, 0604761, 0604762, 0604763, & 0703118 
 
Dear Mr.Wheeler : 
 
The Department has conducted a more detailed review, based on additional site specific information, for 
each of the projects identified above.  This letter contains recommendations to avoid or minimize adverse 
impacts to threatened or endangered species and Natural Areas, as well as the wetland mitigation required 
under State law for potential impacts to wetlands.   
 
Project Number 0604520 - Proposed Power Plant & C02 Sequestration Site (Dole Property) 
  
The Department terminated the Consultation Process on April 11, 2006.  There are no documented 
threatened species, endangered species or Natural Areas in the vicinity of this site. 
 
The original review did not identify any state jurisdictional wetlands on this site.  A wetland delineation 
identified a 0.066 acre State jurisdictional wetland on property adjacent to the northeast corner of this site.  
The mitigation ratio required for temporary impacts to this wetland is between 1.0:1 and 2.0:1.  The 
mitigation ratio required for permanent impacts is between 1.5:1 and 3.0:1. 
 
Project Number 0604761 – Primary Cooling Water Corridor 
 
Upland Sandpiper (Endangered in Illinois), Kirtland’s Snake (threatened in Illinois), Eastern Sand Darter 
(threatened in Illinois), and the Riley Creek Natural Area were identified as in the vicinity of this corridor.  
Upon further review, the Department has determined that the corridor is not in the vicinity of Upland 
Sandpiper habitat.  The Riley Creek Natural Area supports the Eastern Sand Darter.   
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Erosion control is especially important to minimize the potential for sedimentation impacts from 
construction activities adjacent to the stream.  The Department recommends that Riley Creek be 
directionally bored to minimize the potential for adverse impact to Riley Creek and the Eastern Sand 
Darter.  Cassell Creek is a tributary to Riley Creek and may also support the Eastern Sand Darter.  Cassell 
Creek should also be directionally bored.  An Incidental Take Authorization for impacts to the Eastern 
Sand Darter may be required in addition to mitigation for impacts to the Riley Creek Natural Area if these 
creeks cannot be directionally bored.  The Kirtland’s Snake is known to occur at the western edge of 
Charleston.  Even though there are no known records within this corridor, the corridor does contain 
habitat that could be occupied by the Kirtland’s Snake.  The following recommendations should be 
incorporated into the construction plans to minimize the potential for adverse impacts to the Kirtland’s 
Snake. 
 

• Construction crews should be educated as to what a Kirtland’s snake look’s like and allow 
them to move out of harms way if encountered. 

• Trenches should be backfilled immediately after piping has been installed, if possible. 
• If trenches must be left open, they should be covered with plywood or similar material at the 

end of the day.  This material should be covered with enough dirt to keep snakes from getting 
under it. 

• Trenches that have not been backfilled must be inspected for the presence of Kirtland’s 
Snakes at the beginning of each day.  The Department must be contacted to make 
arrangements for the a staff biologist to capture and relocate any Kirtland’s Snakes trapped in 
the open trench. 

The potential for impacts to the Kirtland’s Snake, Eastern Sand Darter, and the Riley Creek Natural Area 
are considered minor and will not jeopardize the continued existence of the Eastern Sand Darter or 
Kirtland’s Snake in the State, or result in the destruction of the Riley Creek Natural Area. 
 
A wetland delineation identified six State jurisdictional wetlands within this corridor.  Impacts to 
wetlands 1, 2, 3, and 6 can be mitigated at a 1.0:1 ratio if disturbed areas are restored to their original 
condition after piping has been installed.  Temporary impacts to wetlands 4 and 5 may occur if the staging 
area for directional bores under Riley Creek and Cassell Creek must be located in the wetland.  These 
impacts can be mitigated at a 1.0:1 ratio if disturbed areas are restored to their original condition after 
piping has been installed. 
 
Project Number 0604762 – Secondary Source Cooling Water Corridor 
 
The intake structure for this corridor will impact the Cooks Mill Segment of the Kaskaskia River Natural 
Area  which supports the Spike Mussel (threatened in Illinois).   The construction of the intake should be 
done during low flow conditions.  Erosion control is especially important to minimize these impacts.  A 
mussel survey of the intake footprint must be done prior to construction activities associated with the 
intake.  An Incidental Take Authorization is required to move Spike mussels out of intake footprint to 
other suitable habitat.  Impacts resulting from the construction and operation of the intake as a secondary 
 



                                                                                                                       Printed on recycled and recyclable paper 
 

 
 
 
cooling water source are considered minor and will not jeopardize the continued existence of the Spike 
mussel in the State, or result in the destruction of the Cooks Mill segment of the Kaskaskia River Natural 
Area. 
 
A wetland delineation identified two State jurisdictional wetlands in the area where the intake structure 
and pump house will be constructed.  The larger forested wetland (0.308 acre) will not be impacted.  
Construction activities will result in permanent impacts to the smaller emergent wetland (0.068 acre).  
The mitigation ratio required for these impacts will be between 1.5:1 and 3.0:1. 
 
Project Number 0604763 – 138kV Electric Gas Corridor 
 
There are no documented threatened species, endangered species or Natural Areas within these corridors.  
The wetland delineation did not identify any State jurisdictional wetlands within these corridors. 
 
Project 0703118 – 345kV Corridor 
 
The preliminary review of this corridor identified the Bigeye Chub (endangered in Illinois), Kirtland’s 
Snake (threatened in Illinois), and the Neoga Railroad Prairie Natural Area in the vicinity of this corridor.  
Upon further review, the Department has determined that the corridor is not in the vicinity of the Neoga 
Railroad Prairie Natural Area.  The record documenting the presence of the Bigeye Chub in the Little 
Wabash River is very old (7-23-1950) and was collected in the middle of what is now Lake Mattoon.  
There are no other documented records of the Bigeye Chub within five miles of this corridor.  The 
Kirtland’s Snake is known to occur at the vicinity of Lake Paradise to the west of this corridor.  Even 
though there are no known records within this corridor, the corridor does contain habitat that could be 
occupied by the Kirtland’s Snake.  The recommendations, made earlier in this letter, to minimize impacts 
to the Kirtland’s Snake are appropriate for this corridor as well.   
 
A wetland delineation identified eleven State jurisdictional wetlands within this corridor.  Wetland 
impacts are avoidable if the existing 138kV corridor is utilized for the 345kV transmission lines.  Impacts 
to these wetlands will not be avoidable if the 345kV corridor is located adjacent to the existing 138kV 
corridor.  The mitigation ratios required for impacts to forested wetlands 12, 13, 14, 15, 19, and 21 along 
an adjacent corridor will be between 1.5 and 3.0:1.  The mitigation ratios required for impacts to forested 
wetlands 16, 17, and 20 along an adjacent corridor will be between 2.5:1 and 5.5:1.  Impacts to wetland 
18 are unlikely if utility poles are not sited in this wetland.  Wetland 22 will not be impacted.  
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (217) 785-5500 if you should have any questions. 
 
 
Michael Branham 
Division of Ecosystems and Environment 
217-785-5500 
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A.2 TUSCOLA 

The following agencies sent coordination letters: 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
• City of Arcola 
• City of Tuscola 
• Duke Energy Generation Services 
• Urbana and Champaign Sanitary District 
• Tuscola-Douglas County FutureGen Task Force 
• Bureau of Indian Affairs 
• Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
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A.3 JEWETT 

The following agencies sent coordination letters: 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
• Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
• Texas Historical Commission 
• Limestone County Office of Road and Bridge Department 
• U.S. Department of Energy 
• Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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3610 Collins Ferry Road, P.O. Box 880, Morgantown, WV  26507-0880  �   626 Cochrans Mill Road, P.O. Box 10940, Pittsburgh, PA  15236-0940 
REPLY TO:   Morgantown Office • @netl.doe.gov • Voice (304) 285-4426 • Fax (304) 285-4403 • www.netl.doe.gov 
 

 
 
 
December 6, 2006 
 
  , Chief 
Tribal 
Address 
City, state, zip 
 
Re:  Executive Memo (4/29/1994): “Government to Government Relations”  

Executive Order 13175 (11/6/2000): Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal 
Governments,  

 Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and  
NAGPRA Consultation for the Environmental Impact Statement for Implementation of the 
FutureGen Project 
 

 
Dear  : 
 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
proposed FutureGen Project, which would receive Federal cost-share funding for up to $700 million on a 
$950 million (total, in 2004 dollars) project.  The project would comprise the planning, design, construction 
and operation of a research and development power plant by the FutureGen Alliance, Inc. (a not-for-profit 
organization).  A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published in the Federal Register / Vol. 71, No. 
145 / Friday, July 28, 2006.  The FutureGen Project would feature a coal-fueled electric power and 
hydrogen gas (H2) production plant integrated with carbon dioxide (CO2) capture and geologic sequestration 
of the captured gas.  Four sites have been identified as reasonable alternatives: (1) Mattoon, Illinois; (2) 
Tuscola, Illinois; (3) Jewett, Texas; and (4) Odessa, Texas. 
 
In accordance with the referenced Executive Orders and Acts, DOE would like to solicit your input on the 
project to determine if your tribe has any concerns or issues about the project.  In particular, we are 
interested in learning whether or not this project has the potential to impact any significant archeological, 
religious or cultural sites.  DOE is requesting that you (or your designated representative) submit to my 
office any concerns or issues you may have or notify my office if you are aware of any significant 
archeological, religious, or cultural sites within the areas of potential impact. 
 
To assist in your review, the enclosed maps illustrate the potential areas where construction impacts may 
occur.  Impacts to archeological resources (if present) could occur as a result of site development and other 
land-disturbing activities from the project.  In addition, DOE is considering the potential for impacts related 
to visual or atmospheric resources associated with potential air emissions.  The following discussion 
provides a more detailed description of the project.   



FutureGen Project Processes 
 
The 275-MW FutureGen power plant would employ advanced coal gasification technology integrated 
with combined cycle electricity generation, H2 production, CO2 capture, and sequestration of the 
captured gas in geologic repositories.  The gasification process would combine coal, oxygen (O2), and 
steam to produce a H2-rich ‘‘synthesis gas.’’ After exiting the conversion reactor, the composition of the 
synthesis gas would be ‘‘shifted’’ to produce additional H2.  The product stream would consist mostly 
of H2, steam, and CO2.  Following separation of these three gas components, the H2 would be used to 
generate electricity in a gas turbine and/or fuel cell.  Some of the H2 could be used as a feedstock for 
chemical plants or petroleum refineries or as a transportation fuel.  Steam from the process could be 
condensed, treated, and recycled into the gasifier or added to the plant’s cooling water circuit.  CO2 
from the process would be sequestered in deep underground geologic formations that would be 
monitored to verify the permanence of CO2 storage. 
 
Technology Alternatives 
 
As a research and development project, FutureGen would incorporate cutting-edge and emerging 
technologies ready for full-scale or subscale testing prior to their commercial deployment.  
Identification of technology alternatives is currently in progress for key components: gasification, O2 
production, H2 production, synthesis gas cleanup, H2 turbines, CO2 capture, byproduct utilization, and 
others.  Decisions on incorporation of specific technologies would be made by the Alliance consistent 
with the overall project goal of proving the technical and economic feasibility of the near-zero 
emissions concept.  It is expected that sequestration would be accomplished using existing state-of-the-
art technologies for both transmission and injection of the CO2 stream.  Various technologies would be 
considered for monitoring at the injection sites. 

 

We are very interested in receiving your concerns about possible effects of the project on archeological, 
religious, or cultural sites that are considered significant to your tribe.  If you have questions, please do not 
hesitate to call, (304-285-4426). 
 
In addition, please sign the signature line below and return a signed copy to my attention if you (or your 
designated representative) want to continue to receive information about the project or if you wish to 
provide review comments on the Section 106 or NEPA documents. DOE would appreciate your response by 
January 4, 2007. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mark L. McKoy 
NEPA Document Manager 
U.S. DOE 

 
Attachments:  

Maps of alternative sites  
Notice of Intent 



 
RESPONSE REQUESTED: 

 
__ Yes, we wish to continue to receive information and participate in the consultation process.  
 
__ No we do not wish to continue to receive information or participate in the consultation process. 
 
By:   
 
Title:    
 
Date:   
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A.4 ODESSA 

The following agencies sent coordination letters: 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
• Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
• Texas Historical Commission 
• U.S. Department of Energy 
• Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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3610 Collins Ferry Road, P.O. Box 880, Morgantown, WV  26507-0880  �   626 Cochrans Mill Road, P.O. Box 10940, Pittsburgh, PA  15236-0940 
REPLY TO:   Morgantown Office • @netl.doe.gov • Voice (304) 285-4426 • Fax (304) 285-4403 • www.netl.doe.gov 
 

 
 
 
December 6, 2006 
 
  , Chief 
Tribal 
Address 
City, state, zip 
 
Re:  Executive Memo (4/29/1994): “Government to Government Relations”  

Executive Order 13175 (11/6/2000): Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal 
Governments,  

 Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and  
NAGPRA Consultation for the Environmental Impact Statement for Implementation of the 
FutureGen Project 
 

 
Dear  : 
 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
proposed FutureGen Project, which would receive Federal cost-share funding for up to $700 million on a 
$950 million (total, in 2004 dollars) project.  The project would comprise the planning, design, construction 
and operation of a research and development power plant by the FutureGen Alliance, Inc. (a not-for-profit 
organization).  A Notice of Intent to prepare the EIS was published in the Federal Register / Vol. 71, No. 
145 / Friday, July 28, 2006.  The FutureGen Project would feature a coal-fueled electric power and 
hydrogen gas (H2) production plant integrated with carbon dioxide (CO2) capture and geologic sequestration 
of the captured gas.  Four sites have been identified as reasonable alternatives: (1) Mattoon, Illinois; (2) 
Tuscola, Illinois; (3) Jewett, Texas; and (4) Odessa, Texas. 
 
In accordance with the referenced Executive Orders and Acts, DOE would like to solicit your input on the 
project to determine if your tribe has any concerns or issues about the project.  In particular, we are 
interested in learning whether or not this project has the potential to impact any significant archeological, 
religious or cultural sites.  DOE is requesting that you (or your designated representative) submit to my 
office any concerns or issues you may have or notify my office if you are aware of any significant 
archeological, religious, or cultural sites within the areas of potential impact. 
 
To assist in your review, the enclosed maps illustrate the potential areas where construction impacts may 
occur.  Impacts to archeological resources (if present) could occur as a result of site development and other 
land-disturbing activities from the project.  In addition, DOE is considering the potential for impacts related 
to visual or atmospheric resources associated with potential air emissions.  The following discussion 
provides a more detailed description of the project.   



FutureGen Project Processes 
 
The 275-MW FutureGen power plant would employ advanced coal gasification technology integrated 
with combined cycle electricity generation, H2 production, CO2 capture, and sequestration of the 
captured gas in geologic repositories.  The gasification process would combine coal, oxygen (O2), and 
steam to produce a H2-rich ‘‘synthesis gas.’’ After exiting the conversion reactor, the composition of the 
synthesis gas would be ‘‘shifted’’ to produce additional H2.  The product stream would consist mostly 
of H2, steam, and CO2.  Following separation of these three gas components, the H2 would be used to 
generate electricity in a gas turbine and/or fuel cell.  Some of the H2 could be used as a feedstock for 
chemical plants or petroleum refineries or as a transportation fuel.  Steam from the process could be 
condensed, treated, and recycled into the gasifier or added to the plant’s cooling water circuit.  CO2 
from the process would be sequestered in deep underground geologic formations that would be 
monitored to verify the permanence of CO2 storage. 
 
Technology Alternatives 
 
As a research and development project, FutureGen would incorporate cutting-edge and emerging 
technologies ready for full-scale or subscale testing prior to their commercial deployment.  
Identification of technology alternatives is currently in progress for key components: gasification, O2 
production, H2 production, synthesis gas cleanup, H2 turbines, CO2 capture, byproduct utilization, and 
others.  Decisions on incorporation of specific technologies would be made by the Alliance consistent 
with the overall project goal of proving the technical and economic feasibility of the near-zero 
emissions concept.  It is expected that sequestration would be accomplished using existing state-of-the-
art technologies for both transmission and injection of the CO2 stream.  Various technologies would be 
considered for monitoring at the injection sites. 

 

We are very interested in receiving your concerns about possible effects of the project on archeological, 
religious, or cultural sites that are considered significant to your tribe.  If you have questions, please do not 
hesitate to call, (304-285-4426). 
 
In addition, please sign the signature line below and return a signed copy to my attention if you (or your 
designated representative) want to continue to receive information about the project or if you wish to 
provide review comments on the Section 106 or NEPA documents. DOE would appreciate your response by 
January 4, 2007. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mark L. McKoy 
NEPA Document Manager 
U.S. DOE 

 
Attachments:  

Maps of alternative sites  
Notice of Intent 
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