Section 40101(d) Program Narrative Template and Instructions
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Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) - SECTION 40101(d)
PREVENTING OUTAGES AND ENHANCING THE RESILIENCE OF THE ELECTRIC GRID
[Name of Indian Tribe or State]
[Date]
Program Narrative
1.  Objectives and Metrics 
List 3–5 objectives that the applicant intends to apply for guiding their resilience investment decisions.  The intent of this section of the Program Narrative is to ultimately develop a planning framework for resilience to address all-hazards, including disruptive event implications.  The program is designed to strengthen and modernize America’s power grid against wildfires, severe storms, and other natural disasters. The objectives and metrics should address resilience, including reducing the frequency and duration of outages.  Provide the metrics that will accompany the objectives to measure outcomes associated with improving resilience. 
Indicate whether the objectives and metrics are provisional pending further discussion and consideration by the state or Indian Tribe with its stakeholders.  DOE expects that recipients will establish a formal set of objectives and metrics.  Examples of objectives and metrics, in addition to reporting on any DOE required metrics, and approaches for establishing them are available at:  Section 40101(d) Formula Grants to States & Indian Tribes | netl.doe.gov
2. Criteria 
Describe the criteria used for selecting and determining the awards to eligible entities.  At a minimum, the criteria should address the following specific requirements set forth in section 40101(d):
a. [bookmark: _Toc119585676]Priority should be given to projects that will generate the greatest community benefit (whether rural or urban) in reducing the likelihood and consequences of disruptive events.
b. [bookmark: _Toc119585677]The percentage made available to eligible entities that sell not more than 4 million megawatt-hours of electricity per year should not be less than the percentage of all customers in the state or Indian Tribe that are served by those eligible entities.
c. [bookmark: _Toc119585678]Awards should be provided to eligible entities for projects within the state or on the land of the Indian Tribe.
3. Methods 
Provide a description of the methods the applicant anticipates using for soliciting, awarding, and distributing funds.  These might include several options, including the use of competitive solicitations, direct awards, and the use of financial instruments to leverage the funds through 40101(d).
Provide also a description of the methods the applicant anticipates using to track and make public the metrics achieved by awardee uses of program funds to improve resilience by reducing the likelihood and consequences of disruptive events.
4. Funding Distribution
Provide a description of the proposed funding distributions and categories of recipients of the subawards to be provided to eligible entities.  Also, indicate preferences for eligible entities if they do not explicitly appear on the list of eligible entities provided in section 40101.
5. Technical Assistance and Administration
Provide a description of how the state or Indian Tribe intends to utilize up to 5% of federal grant funds for project administration and technical assistance.
6. Public Notice and Hearing
Section 40101(d)(2)(B)(ii) requires that eligible applicants give notice and undertake a public hearing to review the criteria and methods they anticipate using to grant awards to eligible entities and the proposed funding distributions and recipients of the grant awards to eligible entities.  The applicant should use the public hearing to share the approach envisioned for setting objectives and metrics and the proposed funding distributions and recipients of the grant awards to eligible entities.  Provide a brief description of the notice and public hearing process, including the number and types of organizations that attended.  Also, report on the outcome of the public hearing such as approaches for engaging stakeholders for establishing formal objectives and metrics and for implementing strategic planning processes.  Provide a copy of the notice as an attachment to the Program Narrative.
Note:  DOE anticipates that the Program Narrative will be between 5 and 15 pages, depending upon the grant amount and complexity of resilience activities.  DOE may require revisions, if it determines that the program narrative lacks sufficient detail or does not comply with stated requirements.  
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