










































































































































































































626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov Phone (412) 386-7589 www.netl.doe.gov 

September 23, 2025 

Arkansas Ecological Services Field Office 
110 South Amity Road, Suite 300 
Conway, AR 72032-8975 

Subject:  DOE Section 7 Review/Informal Consultation Materials for the SWA Lithium 
"Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in 
Southern Arkansas" Project 

Dear Representatives of the Arkansas Ecological Services Field Office, 

Standard Lithium (also referred to as SWA Lithium) is proposing to design, construct and 
operate the South West Arkansas Lithium Project located 15 miles west of the City of 
Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised of i) a central 
processing facility (encompassing approximately 120 acres) that will extract lithium 
chloride from brine using proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and 
convert it to a purified, battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the 
electric vehicle market, and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a 
unitized mineral lease area of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the 
Smackover Formation to the central processing facility, and then reinject the barren tail 
brine back into the Smackover Formation. Casey Strickland and I are the NEPA 
Compliance Officers that are responsible for DOE’s NEPA review of this proposed 
project. 

In terms of actions and reports completed prior to this communication, SWA Lithium and 
their support contractors had previously completed two separate IPaC reviews of the 
project. For these, IPaC code 2025-0108805 pertains to the central processing facility 
area of potential effect, and IPaC code 2025-0118803 pertains to the wellfield area of 
potential effect. These IPaC reports have been provided for reference, and contain a 
more-detailed outline of the central processing facility and ancillary pipeline/wellfield 
infrastructure. Two separate threatened and endangered species assessments were also 
commissioned by SWA Lithium – one each for the central processing facility and 
wellfield areas. A bat acoustic survey/report was also completed encompassing both the 
central processing facility and wellfield areas. All of these reports have been attached for 
review. 

DOE also completed a third IPaC review (code 2025-0151662) in order to combine the 
results of the two prior IPaC reports into a singular analysis – for the purposes of the 
NEPA review, DOE is considering both the central processing facility and wellfield sites 
as a singular undertaking. Note that my defined project area is much broader than the 
more-precise outline provided in the two applicant-completed IPaC reviews, but the 
results and findings from IPac were the same when reconciling the three IPac reports and 
D-Keys completed:



 
May Effect 

- Northern Long-eared Bat 
- Tricolored Bat 
- Indiana Bat 
- Red-cockaded Woodpecker 

 
Not Likely to Adversely Effect 

- Eastern Black Rail 
- Piping Plover 
- Rufa Red Knot 

 
Determination Not Available from D-Key 

- Alligator Snapping Turtle 
- Monarch Butterfly 

 
DOE is in the process of developing a Draft Environmental Assessment (DOE/EA-2304) 
for this project, which, when ready, will be submitted to your office for review and 
comment. Any interim comments or recommendations that your office may have in 
relation to the materials submitted today will inform the content of the Draft EA, but 
DOE is able and willing to discuss and meet with your office as needed through this 
initial informal consultation phase and the comment period for the Draft EA itself to 
work on final findings and avoidance/mitigation measures (if required). 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. FWS_DOE IPaC Species List_ Arkansas Ecological Services Field Office_2025-
0151662.pdf 

2. FWS_DOE Technical assistance letter_AR Statewide D-Key_2025-0151662.pdf 
3. FWS_DOE Technical assistance letter_NLEE and Tricolored bat D-Key_2025-

0151662.pdf 
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https://www.fws.gov/media/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
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https://www.nsf.org/knowledge-library/nsf-ansi-standard-60-drinking-water-treatment-chemicals-health-effects
https://www.nsf.org/knowledge-library/nsf-ansi-standard-60-drinking-water-treatment-chemicals-health-effects
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https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10477
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4658
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
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To make the Arkansas Bat Fund contribution, the Applicant should mail a check or money order 
to the Arkansas Fund for Habitat Conservation at the address provided below using USPS standard 
or priority mail only. Mail cannot be received using other delivery services, and signatures cannot 
be provided on delivery. The check or money order must be made payable to “Arkansas Fund for 
Habitat Conservation”, with “Arkansas Bat Fund” in the memo line.  Additional information that 
must be enclosed with the payment includes the IPaC project code from this letter (IPaC Project 
Code 2025-0151662), the project name used in this letter, and a contact name and email address 
where the payment receipt should be sent.  Failure to include this information may delay processing 
or result in return of payment to the sender. 

All information required to initiate consultation was either included in the letters or is otherwise 
accessible for consideration and reference. Payment to the Arkansas Bat Fund will conclude formal 
consultation requirements under the BCS, its BO, and Section 7 of the ESA.  

Service staff also reviewed the information associated with the “may affect, not likely to adversely 
affect” determination for rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa), piping plover (Charadrius 
melodus), and eastern black rail (Laterallus jamaicensis ssp. jamaicensis). Based on the project 
description and location, the Service concurs that the proposed action will not adversely affect 
these species. The Service also acknowledges the “no jeopardy” determination for tricolored bat 
(Perimyotis subflavus). 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Garett Huffstutler at 501-764-6811 or at 
garett_huffstutler@fws.gov. 

Arkansas Bat Fund Sincerely, 
c/o Jim Taylor 
Arkansas Fund for Habitat Conservation 
2716 Cedar Valley Drive, 
Greenwood, AR 72936 Jason Hight 
Phone: (479) 459 5889 Arkansas Field Supervisor 
Email: jim@arhabitatfund.org 

mailto:jim@arhabitatfund.org
mailto:garett_huffstutler@fws.gov


 

 

 

 

   

  
  

   
 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 

 
     

     
    

   

    
 

     
  

    
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
   

   

United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Arkansas Ecological Service Field Office 
110 South Amity Road, Suite 300 

IN REPLY REFER TO: Conway, Arkansas 72032 

February 13, 2026 

Stephen Witmer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227  
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 

Dear Mr. Witmer: 

This letter is in reference to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) January 28, 2026, letter 
concurring with the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) request to initiate consultation on the 
proposed SWA Lithium “Southwest Arkansas Project” in Lafayette County, Arkansas (IPaC Project 
Code 2025-0151662). These comments are submitted in accordance with the Endangered Species 
Act (87 Stat. 884, as amended 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.; ESA). 

The Arkansas Fund for Habitat Conservation confirmed receipt of Standard Lithium’s contribution to 
the Arkansas Bat Fund in the amount of $694,051. With receipt of this payment, the recovery-
focused conservation option under the Service’s Bat Conservation Strategy for the State of Arkansas 
(BCS) is complete. The Service’s biological opinion that supports the BCS concludes formal 
consultation for Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis). Incidental take associated with forested habitat removal 
is exempt from prohibition under the ESA, consistent with the terms and conditions of the biological 
opinion. 

The Service also acknowledges the DOE’s no jeopardy determinations for alligator snapping turtle 
(Macrochelys temminckii) and monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus). The Service’s December 17, 
2025, technical assistance letter provides concurrence for other listed species expected to occur within 
the action area. Section 7 consultation requirements for all species that are expected to occur in the 
Action Area have been met. 

Reinitiating consultation is required if the amount or extent of incidental take is exceeded; new 
information reveals that the Action may affect listed species or designated critical habitat in a manner 
or to an extent not previously considered; the Action is modified in a manner that causes effects to 
listed species or designated critical habitat not previously considered; or if a new species is listed or 
critical habitat designated that the Action may affect. For any questions or concerns, please contact 
Garett Huffstutler at 501-764-6811 or garett_huffstutler@fws.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Jason Hight 
Arkansas Field Supervisor 

mailto:garett_huffstutler@fws.gov




From: Witmer, Stephen M.
To: matthew.tselee@apachetribe.org
Cc: Strickland, Casey L.
Subject: Initial communication for pending NEPA/Section 106 action - SWA Lithium Environmental Assessment
Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 3:21:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

SWA Lithium - General Project Location Map.pdf
SWA Lithum- Project Components Map.pdf

Good afternoon, Chairman Tselee. My name is Stephen Witmer, and I am a NEPA Compliance Officer
for the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) – National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL). The
reason I am contacting you is because myself and a colleague (Casey Strickland – copied) have been
assigned as NEPA Compliance Officers for a pending NEPA action for a proposed award to SWA
Lithium. SWA Lithum’s proposed project is titled “Commercial Domestic Production of Lithium
Hydroxide from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas Using Direct Lithium
Extraction Technology.”

SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the South West Arkansas Lithium Project
located 15 miles west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas.  The SWA Project is
comprised of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, battery quality
(>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, and ii) a network of
extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area of approximately 22,000 gross
acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to the central processing facility and then
reinject the barren tail brine back into the Smackover Formation.

The reason I am contacting you now is to provide an advance notice of future consultation under
Section 106 with your tribal nation regarding this proposed project. We are in the early stages of
developing an Environmental Assessment for this proposed project, and field surveys (including a
Phase One cultural resource survey encompassing the area of potential effect for the processing
facility, well sites, and pipeline infrastructure) are in progress – with findings to be available in early
June 2025. When those surveys and findings are completed, I will re-engage with you to provide those
materials and work with your tribal nation moving forward as part of the NEPA Environmental
Assessment and Section 106 consultation process.

For now I have attached high-level maps of the area of potential effect for reference, but we
acknowledge that this is not a full submission for review at this time. The purpose for communicating
here is to provide advance notice to your tribal nation regarding this pending action, and to establish
points-of-contact and lines of communication for this proposed project and the NEPA process
moving forward.

Please let us know if you happen to have any interim guidance or recommendations for this project,
or protocols for communicating moving forward. Unless you have a preference otherwise, future
communications with your tribal nation will be done via both email and hard copy mail.



We’re looking forward to working with you and your tribal nation. Thanks!
 

Stephen M. Witmer
NEPA Compliance Officer
Department of Energy – National Energy Technology Laboratory
626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
M/S 921-227
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov
Office: 412-386-7589
Office days: Tuesday, Wednesday
 

 



 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

September 30, 2025 
 
 

 
Durrell Cooper 
Chairman 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 1330 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Mr. Cooper, 
 
As a follow-up to emails and files previously submitted to the Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma, a cultural resource survey report is now available for the wellfield portion of 
the area of potential effect for SWA Lithium’s proposed project titled “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, and the ancillary network of 
extraction and reinjection wells, and pipelines to the central processing facility will 
require approximately 295 acres. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 



 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 
Area.pdf 

 
cc: 
Matthew Tselee, Vice-Chairman, Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

September 30, 2025 
 
 

 
Matthew Tselee 
Vice-Chairman 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 1330 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Mr. Tselee, 
 
As a follow-up to emails and files previously submitted to the Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma, a cultural resource survey report is now available for the wellfield portion of 
the area of potential effect for SWA Lithium’s proposed project titled “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, and the ancillary network of 
extraction and reinjection wells, and pipelines to the central processing facility will 
require approximately 295 acres. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 



 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 
Area.pdf 

 
cc: 
Durell Cooper, Chairman, Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
1100 North St. •  Little Rock, AR 72201  •  501-324-9150 

ArkansasPreservation.com 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
Governor 

Shea Lewis 
Secretary 

September 11, 2025 

Mr. Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 

RE:     Lafayette County: General 
           Section 106 Review: DOE 
           Proposed Undertaking: SWA Lithium “Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the 
           Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas 
           Cultural Resources Survey Report: Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium 
            Central Processing Facility Project 
           AHPP Tracking Number: 113835.01 

Dear Mr. Witmer: 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program (AHPP) reviewed the Cultural Resources 
Survey Report (CRS) for the aforementioned undertaking in Sections 20, and 21, Township 17 
South, Range 24 West approximately fifteen miles west of Magnolia in Lafayette County, Arkansas. 
The project proposes to design, construct, and operate a lithium extraction and processing facility 
along with a network of extraction and reinjection wells within the Smackover Formation. This 
cultural resources survey covers the area of potential effect (APE) associated with the central 
processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using direct lithium extraction 
technology and will convert it to a purified, battery quality lithium carbonate product for sale to the 
electric vehicle market. The APE for the central processing facility encompasses approximately 137 
acres. 

A records check revealed no previously recorded archeological sites and no AHPP historic 
structures in or near the APE. One cultural resources survey was conducted near the APE but did 
not extend into the APE. The CRS consisted of an intensive pedestrian survey with staggered 
shovel tests. Standing water and timber deposits prohibited shovel testing every 20 meters and a 
total of 329 shovel tests were excavated at an estimated 30-meter interval. All shovel tests along 
with the pedestrian survey were negative for cultural materials. 

https://ArkansasPreservation.com


113835.01 

Based on the information provided, the AHPP concurs with the finding of no historic properties 
affected pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) for the proposed undertaking. In the event of a post-
review discovery of historic properties within the area of potential effects, please contact the 
AHPP and other consulting parties in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.13(b)(3). 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this CRS. If you have any questions, please contact Jessica 
Cogburn at jessica.cogburn@arkansas.gov. 

Sincerely, 

for 
Scott Kaufman 
State Historic Preservation Officer and Director, AHPP 

Cc:        Dr. Melissa Zabecki, State Archeologist, Arkansas Archeological Survey 

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jessica.cogburn@arkansas.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Witmer, Stephen M. 
To: bgonzalez@mycaddonation.com; jrohrer@mycaddonation.com 
Cc: Strickland, Casey L. 
Subject: Initial communication for pending NEPA/Section 106 action - SWA Lithium Environmental Assessment 
Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 3:32:00 PM 
Attachments: image001.png 

SWA Lithium - General Project Location Map.pdf 
SWA Lithum- Project Components Map.pdf 

Good afternoon, Mr. Gonzalez and Mr. Rohrer. My name is Stephen Witmer, and I am a NEPA 
Compliance Officer for the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) – National Energy Technology 
Laboratory (NETL). The reason I am contacting you is because I and a colleague (Casey Strickland – 
copied) have been assigned as NEPA Compliance Officers for a pending NEPA action for a proposed 
DOE financial assistance award to SWA Lithium. SWA Lithum’s proposed project is titled 
“Commercial Domestic Production of Lithium Hydroxide from the Smackover Formation Brines in 
Southern Arkansas Using Direct Lithium Extraction Technology.” 

SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the South West Arkansas Lithium Project 
located 15 miles west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas.  The SWA Project is 
comprised of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, battery quality 
(>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, and ii) a network of 
extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area of approximately 22,000 gross 
acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to the central processing facility and then 
reinject the barren tail brine back into the Smackover Formation. 

The reason I am contacting you now is to provide an advance notice of future communications under 
Section 106 with your tribal nation regarding this proposed project. We are in the early stages of 
developing an Environmental Assessment for this proposed project, and field surveys (including a 
Phase One cultural resource survey encompassing the area of potential effect for the processing 
facility, well sites, and pipeline infrastructure) are in progress – with findings to be available in early 
June 2025. When those surveys and findings are completed, I will re-engage with you to provide those 
materials and work with your tribal nation moving forward as part of the NEPA Environmental 
Assessment and Section 106 review process. 

For now I have attached high-level maps of the area of potential effect for reference, but we 
acknowledge that this is not a full submission for review at this time. The purpose for communicating 
here is to provide advance notice to your tribal nation regarding this pending action, and to establish 
points-of-contact and lines of communication for this proposed project and the NEPA process 
moving forward. 

Please let us know if you happen to have any interim guidance or recommendations for this project, 
or protocols for communicating moving forward. Unless you have a preference otherwise, future 
communications with your tribal nation will be done via both email and hard copy mail. 

mailto:Stephen.Witmer@netl.doe.gov
mailto:bgonzalez@mycaddonation.com
mailto:jrohrer@mycaddonation.com
mailto:Casey.Strickland@netl.doe.gov


 

 

We’re looking forward to working with you and your tribal nation. Thanks! 
 

Stephen M. Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
Department of Energy – National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
M/S 921-227 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
Office: 412-386-7589 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 

stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

August 12, 2025 

 

 

 

Bobby Gonzalez 

Chairman 

Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 

P.O. Box 487 

Binger, OK 73009 

 
Subject:  Cultural Resource Survey Reports, NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the 

Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the 

Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas” 

 

Dear Mr. Gonzalez, 

 

As a follow-up to my initial email originally sent on 5/27/2025, a cultural resource survey 

report is now available for a portion of the area of potential effect for SWA Lithium’s 

proposed project now titled “Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the 

Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas.” 

 

This survey was completed to only encompass the area of the central processing facility – 

an additional survey report is forthcoming that will cover the ancillary wellfield 

areas (encompassing well pads and pipeline infrastructure that will connect to the 

central processing facility). When that survey report is available (estimated within the 

next two weeks), I will forward to you for review and comment. 

 

In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 

that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 

will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 

comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 

or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 

EA. 

 

Hard copies of all cultural resource survey reports and the Draft EA will be mailed to 

you, in addition to these electronic submissions. 

 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 

me at the following address, phone, or email below: 

Stephen Witmer 

NEPA Compliance Officer 

U.S. Department of Energy 

National Energy Technology Laboratory 

626 Cochran Mill Road 

M/S 921-227 



Pittsburgh, PA 15236 

Telephone:  412-386-7589 

Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Stephen Witmer 

NEPA Compliance Officer 

 

Attachments:   

 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_CPF area.pdf 

2. SWA Lithium_Project Components Map.pdf 

3. SWA Lithium_General Project Location Map.pdf  

4. Caddo Nation of Oklahoma_Initial NEPA and Section 106 Communication_5-27-

2025.pdf 

 

cc: 

Casey Strickland, NEPA Compliance Officer, Department of Energy - National Energy 

Technology Laboratory 

Corey Carmack, Tribal Liaison, Department of Energy - Office of Manufacturing Energy 

Supply Chains 

Jonathan Rohrer, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 

 

 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 

stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

August 12, 2025 

 

 

 

Jonathan Rohrer 

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 

P.O. Box 487 

Binger, OK 73009 

 
Subject:  Cultural Resource Survey Reports, NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the 

Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the 

Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas” 

 

Dear Mr. Rohrer, 

 

As a follow-up to my initial email originally sent on 5/27/2025, a cultural resource survey 

report is now available for a portion of the area of potential effect for SWA Lithium’s 

proposed project now titled “Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the 

Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas.” 

 

This survey was completed to only encompass the area of the central processing facility – 

an additional survey report is forthcoming that will cover the ancillary wellfield 

areas (encompassing well pads and pipeline infrastructure that will connect to the 

central processing facility). When that survey report is available (estimated within the 

next two weeks), I will forward to you for review and comment. 

 

In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 

that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 

will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 

comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 

or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 

EA. 

 

Hard copies of all cultural resource survey reports and the Draft EA will be mailed to 

you, in addition to these electronic submissions. 

 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 

me at the following address, phone, or email below: 

Stephen Witmer 

NEPA Compliance Officer 

U.S. Department of Energy 

National Energy Technology Laboratory 

626 Cochran Mill Road 

M/S 921-227 



Pittsburgh, PA 15236 

Telephone:  412-386-7589 

Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Stephen Witmer 

NEPA Compliance Officer 

 

Attachments:   

 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_CPF area.pdf 

2. SWA Lithium_Project Components Map.pdf 

3. SWA Lithium_General Project Location Map.pdf  

4. Caddo Nation of Oklahoma_Initial NEPA and Section 106 Communication_5-27-

2025.pdf 

 

cc: 

Casey Strickland, NEPA Compliance Officer, Department of Energy - National Energy 

Technology Laboratory 

Corey Carmack, Tribal Liaison, Department of Energy - Office of Manufacturing Energy 

Supply Chains 

Bobby Gonzalez, Chairman, Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 

 

 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

November 21, 2025 
 
 

 
Roger Cain 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 746 
Tahlequah, OK 74465 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Mr. Cain, 
 
My name is Stephen Witmer, and I am a NEPA Compliance Officer for the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL). The 
reason I am contacting you is because I am a NEPA Compliance Officer for a proposed 
DOE award to SWA Lithium. SWA Lithium’s proposed project is titled “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, plus a six-acre access road. 
The ancillary 15-mile network of extraction/reinjection wells and pipelines to the central 
processing facility will require approximately 330 acres of land use and disturbance. 
 
I have provided two cultural resource survey reports (one encompassing the central 
processing facility area of potential effect, and one encompassing the wellfield and 
pipeline area of potential effect), plus maps of the entire project area, for your review and 
comment. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 



or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_CPF Area.pdf 
2. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 

Area.pdf 
3. SWA Lithium_General Project Location Map.pdf 
4. SWA Lithium_Project Components Map.pdf 

 
cc: 
Jeff Wacoche, Chief, United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

November 21, 2025 
 
 

 
Jeff Wacoche 
Chief 
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 746 
Tahlequah, OK 74465 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Chief Wacoche, 
 
My name is Stephen Witmer, and I am a NEPA Compliance Officer for the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL). The 
reason I am contacting you is because I am a NEPA Compliance Officer for a proposed 
DOE award to SWA Lithium. SWA Lithium’s proposed project is titled “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, plus a six-acre access road. 
The ancillary 15-mile network of extraction/reinjection wells and pipelines to the central 
processing facility will require approximately 330 acres of land use and disturbance. 
 
I have provided two cultural resource survey reports (one encompassing the central 
processing facility area of potential effect, and one encompassing the wellfield and 
pipeline area of potential effect), plus maps of the entire project area, for your review and 
comment. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 



or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_CPF Area.pdf 
2. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 

Area.pdf 
3. SWA Lithium_General Project Location Map.pdf 
4. SWA Lithium_Project Components Map.pdf 

 
cc: 
Roger Cain, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians in Oklahoma 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


From: Witmer, Stephen M.
To: mbell@coushatta.org; kponcho@coushatta.org
Cc: Strickland, Casey L.
Subject: Initial communication for pending NEPA/Section 106 action - SWA Lithium Environmental Assessment
Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 3:56:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

SWA Lithium - General Project Location Map.pdf
SWA Lithum- Project Components Map.pdf

Good afternoon. My name is Stephen Witmer, and I am a NEPA Compliance Officer for the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) – National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL). The reason I am
contacting you is because I and a colleague (Casey Strickland – copied) have been assigned as NEPA
Compliance Officers for a pending NEPA action for a proposed DOE financial assistance award to
SWA Lithium. SWA Lithum’s proposed project is titled “Commercial Domestic Production of Lithium
Hydroxide from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas Using Direct Lithium
Extraction Technology.”

SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the South West Arkansas Lithium Project
located 15 miles west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas.  The SWA Project is
comprised of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, battery quality
(>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, and ii) a network of
extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area of approximately 22,000 gross
acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to the central processing facility and then
reinject the barren tail brine back into the Smackover Formation.

The reason I am contacting you now is to provide an advance notice of future communications under
NEPA and Section 106 with your tribal nation regarding this proposed project. We are in the early
stages of developing an Environmental Assessment for this proposed project, and field surveys
(including a Phase One cultural resource survey encompassing the area of potential effect for the
processing facility, well sites, and pipeline infrastructure) are in progress – with findings available in
early June 2025. When those surveys and findings are completed, I will re-engage with you to provide
those materials and work with your tribal nation moving forward as part of the NEPA Environmental
Assessment and Section 106 review process.

For now I have attached high-level maps of the area of potential effect for reference, but we
acknowledge that this is not a full submission for review at this time. The purpose for communicating
here is to provide advance notice to your tribal nation regarding this pending action, and to establish
points-of-contact and lines of communication for this proposed project and the NEPA process
moving forward.

Please let us know if you happen to have any interim guidance or recommendations for this project,
or protocols for communicating moving forward. Unless you have a preference otherwise, future
communications with your tribal nation will be done via both email and hard copy mail.



We’re looking forward to working with you and your tribal nation. Thanks!

Stephen M. Witmer
NEPA Compliance Officer
Department of Energy – National Energy Technology Laboratory
626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
M/S 921-227
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov
Office: 412-386-7589



 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

September 30, 2025 
 
 

 
Kristian Poncho 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 
P.O. Box 10 
Elton, LA 70532 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Mr. Poncho, 
 
As a follow-up to emails and files previously submitted to the Coushatta Tribe of 
Louisiana, a cultural resource survey report is now available for the wellfield portion of 
the area of potential effect for SWA Lithium’s proposed project titled “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, and the ancillary network of 
extraction and reinjection wells, and pipelines to the central processing facility will 
require approximately 295 acres. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 



 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 
Area.pdf 

 
cc: 
David Sickey, Tribal Chairman, Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

September 30, 2025 
 
 

 
David Sickey 
Tribal Chairman 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 
1940 C.C. Bel Road 
Elton, LA 70532 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Mr. Sickey, 
 
As a follow-up to emails and files previously submitted to the Coushatta Tribe of 
Louisiana, a cultural resource survey report is now available for the wellfield portion of 
the area of potential effect for SWA Lithium’s proposed project titled “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, and the ancillary network of 
extraction and reinjection wells, and pipelines to the central processing facility will 
require approximately 295 acres. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 



 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 
Area.pdf 

 
cc: 
Kristian Poncho, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


From: Witmer, Stephen M.
To: ddotson@delawarenation-nsn.gov; "Katelyn Lucas"
Cc: Strickland, Casey L.
Subject: Initial communication for pending NEPA/Section 106 action - SWA Lithium Environmental Assessment
Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 4:03:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

SWA Lithum- Project Components Map.pdf
SWA Lithium - General Project Location Map.pdf

Good afternoon, Ms. Dotson and Ms. Lucas. My name is Stephen Witmer, and I am a NEPA
Compliance Officer for the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) – National Energy Technology
Laboratory (NETL). The reason I am contacting you is because I and a colleague (Casey Strickland –
copied) have been assigned as NEPA Compliance Officers for a pending NEPA action for a proposed
DOE financial assistance award to SWA Lithium. SWA Lithum’s proposed project is titled
“Commercial Domestic Production of Lithium Hydroxide from the Smackover Formation Brines in
Southern Arkansas Using Direct Lithium Extraction Technology.”

SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the South West Arkansas Lithium Project
located 15 miles west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas.  The SWA Project is
comprised of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, battery quality
(>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, and ii) a network of
extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area of approximately 22,000 gross
acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to the central processing facility and then
reinject the barren tail brine back into the Smackover Formation.

The reason I am contacting you now is to provide an advance notice of future communications under
NEPA and Section 106 with your tribal nation regarding this proposed project. We are in the early
stages of developing an Environmental Assessment for this proposed project, and field surveys
(including a Phase One cultural resource survey encompassing the area of potential effect for the
processing facility, well sites, and pipeline infrastructure) are in progress – with findings available in
early June 2025. When those surveys and findings are completed, I will re-engage with you to provide
those materials and work with your tribal nation moving forward as part of the NEPA Environmental
Assessment and Section 106 review process.

For now I have attached high-level maps of the area of potential effect for reference, but we
acknowledge that this is not a full submission for review at this time. The purpose for communicating
here is to provide advance notice to your tribal nation regarding this pending action, and to establish
points-of-contact and lines of communication for this proposed project and the NEPA process
moving forward.

Please let us know if you happen to have any interim guidance or recommendations for this project,
or protocols for communicating moving forward.

We’re looking forward to working with you and your tribal nation. Thanks!



Stephen M. Witmer
NEPA Compliance Officer
Department of Energy – National Energy Technology Laboratory
626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
M/S 921-227
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov
Office: 412-386-7589



 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

September 30, 2025 
 
 

 
Deborah Dotson 
President 
Delaware Nation, Oklahoma 
31064 State Highway 281 
Building 100 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Ms. Dotson, 
 
As a follow-up to emails and files previously submitted to the Delaware Nation - 
Oklahoma, a cultural resource survey report is now available for the wellfield portion of 
the area of potential effect for SWA Lithium’s proposed project titled “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, and the ancillary network of 
extraction and reinjection wells, and pipelines to the central processing facility will 
require approximately 295 acres. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 



 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 
Area.pdf 

 
cc: 
Katelyn Lucas, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Delaware Nation - Oklahoma 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

September 30, 2025 
 
 

 
Katelyn Lucas 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Delaware Nation, Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 825 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Ms. Lucas, 
 
As a follow-up to emails and files previously submitted to the Delaware Nation - 
Oklahoma, a cultural resource survey report is now available for the wellfield portion of 
the area of potential effect for SWA Lithium’s proposed project titled “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, and the ancillary network of 
extraction and reinjection wells, and pipelines to the central processing facility will 
require approximately 295 acres. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 



 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 
Area.pdf 

 
cc: 
Deborah Dotson, President, Delaware Nation - Oklahoma 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


From: Witmer, Stephen M.
To: s106@osagenation-nsn.gov
Subject: Initial communication for pending NEPA/Section 106 action - SWA Lithium Environmental Assessment
Date: Thursday, June 12, 2025 3:36:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Good afternoon! My name is Stephen Witmer, and I am a NEPA Compliance Officer for the
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) – National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL). The reason
I am contacting you is because I have been assigned as NEPA Compliance Officer for a
pending NEPA action for a proposed award to SWA Lithium. SWA Lithum’s proposed project is
titled “Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in
Southern Arkansas.”

SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the South West Arkansas Lithium
Project located 15 miles west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas.  The SWA
Project is comprised of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from
brine using proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified,
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, and
ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area of
approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to the
central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the Smackover
Formation.

The reason I am contacting you now is to provide an advance notice of future consultation
under Section 106 with your tribal nation regarding this proposed project. We are in the early
stages of developing an Environmental Assessment for this proposed project, and field
surveys (including a Phase One cultural resource survey encompassing the area of potential
effect for the processing facility, well sites, and pipeline infrastructure) are in progress – with
findings to be available in the June – July 2025 timeframe. When those surveys and findings are
completed, I will re-engage with you to provide those materials and work with your tribal
nation moving forward as part of the NEPA Environmental Assessment and Section 106
consultation process.

For now I have attached high-level maps of the area of potential effect for reference, but I
acknowledge that this is not a full submission for review at this time. The purpose for
communicating here is to provide advance notice to your tribal nation regarding this pending
action, and to establish points-of-contact and lines of communication for this proposed
project and the NEPA process moving forward.

Please let us know if you happen to have any interim guidance or recommendations for this
project, or protocols for communicating moving forward. Unless you have a preference
otherwise, future communications with your tribal nation will be done via both email and hard
copy mail.



 
I’m looking forward to working with your tribal nation. Thanks!
 

Stephen M. Witmer
NEPA Compliance Officer
Department of Energy – National Energy Technology Laboratory
626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
M/S 921-227
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov
Office: 412-386-7589
 

 



 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 

stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

August 18, 2025 

 

 

 

Andrea A. Hunter 

Director and Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Historic Preservation Office 

Osage Nation 

100 W. Main Street 

Pawhuska, OK 74056 

 
Subject:  Cultural Resource Survey Reports, NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the 

Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the 

Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas” – Department of Energy (Lead 

Agency) 

 

Dear Dr. Hunter, 

 

As a follow-up to my initial email originally sent on 6/12/2025, a cultural resource survey 

report (which includes maps and photos) is now available for a portion of the area of 

potential effect for SWA Lithium’s proposed project now titled “Domestic Production of 

Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas.” 

 

This survey was completed to only encompass the area of the central processing facility. 

This survey covered 137 acres, and the location is at USPLSS - T17S, R24W, Sections 20 

and 21 and the approximate UTM coordinates (near the west end of the central 

processing facility) are 15N 443726, 3680041. An additional survey report is 

forthcoming that will cover the ancillary wellfield areas (encompassing well pads 

and pipeline infrastructure that will connect to the central processing facility). When 

that survey report is available (estimated within the next two weeks), I will forward to 

you for review and comment. I will also provide a review letter from the Arkansas State 

Historic Preservation Office, when available 

 

In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 

that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 

will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 

comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 

or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 

EA. 

 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 

me at the following address, phone, or email below: 

Stephen Witmer 

NEPA Compliance Officer 

U.S. Department of Energy 



National Energy Technology Laboratory 

626 Cochran Mill Road 

M/S 921-227 

Pittsburgh, PA 15236 

Telephone:  412-386-7589 

Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Stephen Witmer 

NEPA Compliance Officer 

 

Attachments:   

 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_CPF Area.pdf 

2. SWA Lithium_Project Components Map.pdf 

3. SWA Lithium_General Project Location Map.pdf  

4. Osage_Initial NEPA and Section 106 Communication_6-12-2025.pdf 

 

cc: 

Casey Strickland, NEPA Compliance Officer, Department of Energy - National Energy 

Technology Laboratory 

Corey Carmack, Tribal Liaison, Department of Energy - Office of Manufacturing Energy 

Supply Chains 

 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

September 30, 2025 
 
 

 
Andrea A. Hunter 
Director and Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Historic Preservation Office 
Osage Nation 
100 W. Main Street 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Dr. Hunter, 
 
As a follow-up to emails and files previously submitted to the Osage Nation, a cultural 
resource survey report is now available for the wellfield portion of the area of potential 
effect for SWA Lithium’s proposed project titled “Domestic Production of Lithium 
Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas.” 
 
This survey covered 308 acres, and the location is at USPLSS - T17S, R24W, Sections 
13, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24 and T17S, R23W, Sections 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 
28, and 29. The approximate UTM coordinates (near the central portion of the wellfield) 
are 15N 452191, 3680640. 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, and the ancillary network of 
extraction and reinjection wells, and pipelines to the central processing facility will 
require approximately 295 acres. 
 
The Arkansas State Historic Preservation Office has not yet made a determination of 
effect on the wellfield portion of the project (their review of that portion of the project is 
underway), but their office has made a determination of “no historic properties affected” 
for the central processing facility portion of the project. Their letter with that 
determination is attached.  



 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 

Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 
Area.pdf 

2. Arkansas SHPO_Determination of Effect Letter_Cogburn.pdf 
 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


  

 

    

     
   

       

    
    

 
         

 

      
   

 

      
  

 
 

Date: April 2, 2026 File: 2526-1913AR-3 

National Energy Technology Laboratory 
Stephen Witmer 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 

RE: DOE, SWA Lithium LLC – South West Arkansas Project (DOE/EA-2304D), Lafayette County, 
Arkansas 

SENT VIA EMAIL 

Dear Mr. Witmer, 

The Osage Nation has received notification and accompanying information for the proposed project listed as DOE, 
SWA Lithium LLC – South West Arkansas Project (DOE/EA-2304D), Lafayette County, Arkansas.The Osage 
Nation Historic Preservation Office requests a copy of the cultural resource survey report for review and 
comment. 

In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, (NHPA) [54 U.S.C. § 300101 et seq.] 1966, undertakings 
subject to the review process are referred to in 54 U.S.C. § 302706 (a), which clarifies that historic properties may 
have religious and cultural significance to Indian tribes. Additionally, Section 106 of NHPA requires Federal 
agencies to consider the effects of their actions on historic properties (36 CFR Part 800) as does the National 
Environmental Policy Act (43 U.S.C. 4321 and 4331-35 and 40 CFR 1501.7(a) of 1969). 

The Osage Nation has a vital interest in protecting its historic and ancestral cultural resources. The Osage Nation 
anticipates reviewing and commenting on the survey report for the proposed DOE, SWA Lithium LLC – 
South West Arkansas Project (DOE/EA-2304D), Lafayette County, Arkansas. 

Should you have any questions or need any additional information please feel free to contact Trever Murawski at 
trever.murawski@osagenation-nsn.gov. Thank you for consulting with the Osage Nation on this matter. 

Andrea A. Hunter, Ph.D. Trever Murawski 
Director, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Archaeologist 

mailto:trever.murawski@osagenation-nsn.gov
mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


        

   
  

    
   

 

             
 

  

   

               
               
               

                   
              

                 
                    

              
                   

                 
               
                

       

                  
                

               
               

      

                  
            

     
      

Date: April 16, 2026 File: 2526-1913AR-3 

National Energy Technology Laboratory 
Stephen Witmer 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 

RE: DOE, SWA Lithium LLC – South West Arkansas Project (DOE/EA-2304D), Lafayette County, 
Arkansas 

SENT VIA EMAIL 

Dear Mr. Witmer, 

The Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office has evaluated your submission regarding the proposed DOE, SWA 
Lithium LLC – South West Arkansas Project (DOE/EA-2304D), Lafayette County, Arkansas and determined that the 
proposed project most likely will not adversely affect any sacred properties and/or properties of cultural 
significance to the Osage Nation. For direct effect, the finding of this NHPA Section 106 review is a determination 
of “No Properties" eligible or potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, (NHPA) [54 U.S.C. § 300101 et seq.] 1966, undertakings 
subject to the review process are referred to in 54 U.S.C. § 302706 (a), which clarifies that historic properties may 
have religious and cultural significance to Indian tribes. Additionally, Section 106 of NHPA requires Federal 
agencies to consider the effects of their actions on historic properties (36 CFR Part 800) as does the National 
Environmental Policy Act (43 U.S.C. 4321 and 4331-35 and 40 CFR 1501.7(a) of 1969). The Osage Nation 
concurs that the Department of Energy fulfilled NHPA compliance by consulting with the Osage Nation 
Historic Preservation Office in regard to the proposed project referenced as DOE, SWA Lithium LLC – South 
West Arkansas Project (DOE/EA-2304D), Lafayette County, Arkansas. 

The Osage Nation has vital interests in protecting its historic and ancestral cultural resources. We do not anticipate 
that this project will adversely impact any cultural resources or human remains protected under the NHPA, NEPA, 
the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, or Osage law. If, however, artifacts or human 
remains are discovered during project construction, we ask that work cease immediately and the Osage 
Nation Historic Preservation Office be contacted. 

Should you have any questions or need any additional information please feel free to contact Trever Murawski at 
trever.murawski@osagenation-nsn.gov. Thank you for consulting with the Osage Nation on this matter. 

Andrea A. Hunter, Ph.D. Trever Murawski 
Director, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Archaeologist 

mailto:trever.murawski@osagenation-nsn.gov
mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


From: Witmer, Stephen M.
To: bburtrum@quapawnation.com; wena.supernaw@quapawnation.com
Cc: Strickland, Casey L.
Subject: Initial communication for pending NEPA/Section 106 action - SWA Lithium Environmental Assessment
Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 4:07:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

SWA Lithium - General Project Location Map.pdf
SWA Lithum- Project Components Map.pdf

Good afternoon. My name is Stephen Witmer, and I am a NEPA Compliance Officer for the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) – National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL). The reason I am
contacting you is because I and a colleague (Casey Strickland – copied) have been assigned as NEPA
Compliance Officers for a pending NEPA action for a proposed DOE financial assistance award to
SWA Lithium. SWA Lithum’s proposed project is titled “Commercial Domestic Production of Lithium
Hydroxide from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas Using Direct Lithium
Extraction Technology.”

SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the South West Arkansas Lithium Project
located 15 miles west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas.  The SWA Project is
comprised of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, battery quality
(>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, and ii) a network of
extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area of approximately 22,000 gross
acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to the central processing facility and then
reinject the barren tail brine back into the Smackover Formation.

The reason I am contacting you now is to provide an advance notice of future communications under
NEPA and Section 106 with your tribal nation regarding this proposed project. We are in the early
stages of developing an Environmental Assessment for this proposed project, and field surveys
(including a Phase One cultural resource survey encompassing the area of potential effect for the
processing facility, well sites, and pipeline infrastructure) are in progress – with findings available in
early June 2025. When those surveys and findings are completed, I will re-engage with you to provide
those materials and work with your tribal nation moving forward as part of the NEPA Environmental
Assessment and Section 106 review process.

For now I have attached high-level maps of the area of potential effect for reference, but we
acknowledge that this is not a full submission for review at this time. The purpose for communicating
here is to provide advance notice to your tribal nation regarding this pending action, and to establish
points-of-contact and lines of communication for this proposed project and the NEPA process
moving forward.

Please let us know if you happen to have any interim guidance or recommendations for this project,
or protocols for communicating moving forward. Unless you have a preference otherwise, future
communications with your tribal nation will be done via both email and hard copy mail.



We’re looking forward to working with you and your tribal nation. Thanks!

Stephen M. Witmer
NEPA Compliance Officer
Department of Energy – National Energy Technology Laboratory
626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
M/S 921-227
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov
Office: 412-386-7589



 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

September 29, 2025 
 
 

 
Billie Burtrum 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer/QNHPP Director 
Quapaw Nation 
P.O. Box 765 
Quapaw, OK 74363 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Ms. Burtrum, 
 
As a follow-up to my email originally sent on 8/18/2025, a cultural resource survey 
report is now available for the wellfield portion of the area of potential effect for SWA 
Lithium’s proposed project titled “Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the 
Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, and the ancillary network of 
extraction and reinjection wells, and pipelines to the central processing facility will 
require approximately 295 acres. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 

 



Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 
Area.pdf 

 
cc: 
Casey Strickland, NEPA Compliance Officer, Department of Energy - National Energy 
Technology Laboratory 
Corey Carmack, Tribal Liaison, Department of Energy - Office of Manufacturing Energy 
Supply Chains 
Wena Supernaw, Chair, Quapaw Nation 
 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


 

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15236 
stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov  Phone (412) 386-7589  www.netl.doe.gov 

 

September 29, 2025 
 
 

 
Wena Supernaw 
Chair 
Quapaw Nation 
5681 South 630 Road 
Quapaw, OK 74364 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Ms. Supernaw, 
 
As a follow-up to my email originally sent on 8/18/2025, a cultural resource survey 
report is now available for the wellfield portion of the area of potential effect for SWA 
Lithium’s proposed project titled “Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the 
Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, and the ancillary network of 
extraction and reinjection wells, and pipelines to the central processing facility will 
require approximately 295 acres. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
or comments on the results of the cultural resource surveys, will be incorporated into the 
EA. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this proposed project, please contact 
me at the following address, phone, or email below: 

 



Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
626 Cochran Mill Road 
M/S 921-227 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Telephone:  412-386-7589 
Email:  stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Witmer 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 

Attachments:   
 

1. Cultural Resources Survey Report for the SWA Lithium Project_Wellfield 
Area.pdf 

 
cc: 
Casey Strickland, NEPA Compliance Officer, Department of Energy - National Energy 
Technology Laboratory 
Corey Carmack, Tribal Liaison, Department of Energy - Office of Manufacturing Energy 
Supply Chains 
Billie Burtrum, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Quapaw Nation 

mailto:stephen.witmer@netl.doe.gov


From: Christina Sharp
To: Witmer, Stephen M.
Cc: section 106
Subject: External Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern Arkansas
Date: Wednesday, October 8, 2025 12:45:37 PM

Dear Mr. Witmer,

The Quapaw Nation Historic Preservation Program (QNHPP) has received and reviewed
the cultural resources survey report provided and concurs that the Proposed Project
Domestic Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in
Southern Arkansas in Lafayette County, Arkansas is not likely to affect properties of
cultural or sacred significance to the Quapaw Nation. 

In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, (NHPA) [16 U.S C. 470 §§ 470-
470w-6] 1966, undertakings subject to the review process are referred to in S101 (d) (6)
(A), which clarifies that historic properties may have religious and cultural significance to
Indian tribes.  Additionally, Section 106 of NHPA requires Federal agencies to consider
the effects of their actions on historic properties (36 CFR Part 800) as does the National
Environmental Policy Act (43 U.S.C. 4321 and 4331-35 and 40 CFR 1501.7(a) of 1969). 

The Quapaw Nation has vital interests in protecting its historic and ancestral cultural
resources.  We do not anticipate that this project will adversely impact any cultural
resources or human remains protected under the NHPA, NEPA, or the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. If, however, artifacts or human remains are
discovered during project construction, we ask that work cease immediately and that
you contact the Quapaw Nation Historic Preservation Program (QNHPP). 

Should you have any questions or need any additional information, please feel free to
contact Christina Sharp at christina.sharp@quapawnation.com, please copy
section106@quapawnation.com to ensure additional information requests are reviewed
in a timely manner. Thank you for consulting with the Quapaw Nation on this matter.

Sincerely,
Christina Sharp
QHPP Compliance Specialist
Quapaw Nation
P.O. Box 765
Quapaw, OK 74363
918-238-3100 ext. 3100



**This message does not originate from a known Department of Energy email system. Use
caution if this message contains attachments, links or requests for information.**
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November 21, 2025 
 
 

 
Benjamin Barnes 
Chief 
Shawnee Tribe 
29 South Highway 69a 
Miami, OK 74354 
 
Subject:  Department Of Energy (Funding Agency) - Cultural Resource Survey Reports, 
NEPA, and Section 106 Compliance for the Proposed SWA Lithium “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas,” Lafayette and Columbia County, Arkansas 
 
Dear Mr. Barnes, 
 
My name is Stephen Witmer, and I am a NEPA Compliance Officer for the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL). The 
reason I am contacting you is because I am a NEPA Compliance Officer for a proposed 
DOE award to SWA Lithium. SWA Lithium’s proposed project is titled “Domestic 
Production of Lithium Carbonate from the Smackover Formation Brines in Southern 
Arkansas.” 
 
SWA Lithium is proposing to design, construct and operate the project located 15 miles 
west of the City of Magnolia in southwestern Arkansas. The SWA Project is comprised 
of i) a central processing facility that will extract lithium chloride from brine using 
proprietary direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology and convert it to a purified, 
battery quality (>99.5%) lithium carbonate product for sale to the electric vehicle market, 
and ii) a network of extraction and reinjection wells within a unitized mineral lease area 
of approximately 22,000 gross acres to supply brine from the Smackover Formation to 
the central processing facility and then reinject the barren tail brine back into the 
Smackover Formation. The central processing facility and its supporting infrastructure 
will encompass approximately 80 areas of a 118-acre site, plus a six-acre access road. 
The ancillary 15-mile network of extraction/reinjection wells and pipelines to the central 
processing facility will require approximately 330 acres of land use and disturbance. 
 
I have provided two cultural resource survey reports (one encompassing the central 
processing facility area of potential effect, and one encompassing the wellfield and 
pipeline area of potential effect), plus maps of the entire project area, for your review and 
comment. 
 
In terms of the timeline for the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, it is estimated 
that the Draft Environmental Assessment will be available in the next month or two. This 
will also be provided for your review and comment when available, and any interim 
comments that you may have regarding potential impacts to cultural or historic resources, 
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