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April 3, 2023 

 
Mr. Les Montoya 
General Manager 
Mora-San Miguel Electric Cooperative 
PO Box 240 
Mora, NM 87732   
 
Dear Mr. Montoya, 
 
As a member, you know New Mexico Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NMRECA) has a 
mission to strengthen, support, unify and represent Cooperative member interest at the local, 
state, and national levels. All nonprofit electric cooperatives that NMRECA represents are 
member owned, democratically run, community-based organizations that are generally located 
in disadvantaged and underserved rural and remote areas across New Mexico. These 
cooperatives, by their very nature have helped advance diversity, equity, inclusion, and 
accessibility since their inception through the Rural Electrification Act.  
 
The current Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (BIL) and the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 
have made grant opportunities available to rural electric cooperatives, and NMRECA has taken 
measures to support its members in New Mexico.  The BIL – Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnerships (GRIP) grant expands and accelerates the electric cooperative’s efforts of 
modernizing and hardening electric systems to increase grid resiliency against increasing 
climate related threats while transitioning to clean energy without increasing the energy burden 
to their member-owners.   
 
Because you are a member of NMRECA, we commit to partnering with Mora-San Miguel 
Electric Cooperative (MSMEC) to provide any additional services necessary to make the Three-
Part Wildfire Damage Mitigation Project a success.  NMRECA can be a sub-recipient or 
contractor provider and/or procure support services if the need arises during the Project.  
 
We look forward to serving you – 
 
 
 
 
Charise Swanson 
CEO 

 
 
 











 
 
 

 

5101 Copper NE, Albuquerque, NM 87108     Phone:  505.265.3717     Fax:  505.265.5412     www.helpnm.com 

Les Montoya, General Manager  
Mora-San Miguel Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 240 
Mora, NM 87732 
 
April 5, 2023 

 

Dear Mr. Montoya, 

 
I would like to take a minute to show our support for the Mora-San Miguel Electric Cooperative.  Help 
New Mexico (HELPNM) has a long-standing relationship with Mora-San Miguel Electric Cooperative 
(MSMEC).  Together we have worked collaboratively with on-the-job training opportunities to equip 
local workers with the skills to have the highly trained and very well-paid jobs offered at MSMEC like 
the journeyman linemen and other support staff to provide safe reliable electric service in the MSMEC 
service area.    
 
Considering the devastation of last year’s Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon Wildfire it is undeniable that 
utilities have to take measures to prepare and defend the grid against wildfires and other disasters.  
HELPNM strongly supports MSMEC in its endeavors to bring grant money for the Three-Part Wildfire 
Damage Mitigation Project to recover and strengthen the resiliency of the MSMEC electric grid to 
provide clean reliable energy and continuously develop and grow the workforce in this disadvantaged 
area.  Making these improvements with the aid of grants available will also improve the resiliency, 
prepare for growth and the move to clean energy without adding the financial burden to MSMEC 
members. 
 
HELPNM looks forward to additional job training and any other opportunities to partner with MSMEC 
to make this project a success.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Raughn Ramirez 
Associate Director WIOA 
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