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March 27, 2023 
 
Dear Mr. Montoya 
 
New Mexico Forestry Division (NMFD) has a long-standing relationship with Mora-San Miguel Electric 
Cooperative (MSMEC), its employees and members.  MSMEC and NMFD has coordinated work during 
the Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon Wildfire for both the fire containment and for the recovery efforts in 
minimizing future damage.  
 
NMFD realizes that reliable, affordable and clean energy is vital to the economic development of this 
rural and economically disadvantaged area and in light of the devastation of last year’s Hermits 
Peak/Calf Canyon wildfire it is undeniable that we have to take measures to prepare and defend against 
wildfires and other disasters.  The NMFD is committed to working with MSMEC in its endeavors to bring 
grant money for the Three-Part Wildfire Damage Mitigation Project to recover and strengthen the 
resiliency of the MSMEC electric grid to provide clean reliable energy and continuously develop and 
grow the workforce in this disadvantaged area.  Making these improvements with the aid of grants 
available will also improve the resiliency, prepare for growth and the move to clean energy without 
adding the financial burden to MSMEC members.  
 
NMFD is committed to assist MSMEC and consider potential agreements as necessary to help make the 
Three-Part Wildfire Damage Mitigation Project a success.  
 
 
 
 
 
Shannon Atencio  

Las Vegas District Forester 
New Mexico Forestry Division 
HC 33 Box 109-4 
Las Vegas, New Mexico 87701 
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North East Economic Development Organization, Inc. 

NEEDO-NM 

03/31/2023 
Les Montoya, General Manager 
Mora-San Miguel Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 240 
Mora, NM 87732 
 
Dear Mr. Montoya, 
Northeast Economic Development Organization (NEDO) has a long-standing relationship with 
Mora-San Miguel Electric Cooperative (MSMEC), its employees and members. In fact you 
served as President of NEEDO-NM in its formative years and have been a strong supporter over 
time. Likewise we fully support the work Mora-San Miguel Electric Cooperative does in and for 
the communities you serve. Reliable, affordable and clean energy is vital to the economic 
development of this rural and economically disadvantaged area. As an employer, MSMEC keeps 
a number of highly trained and very well paid positions in the Mora and Pecos to provide 
essential electric service to the Mora-San Miguel area businesses and residents. 
 
In light of the devastation of last year’s Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon Fire it is undeniable that we 
have to take measures to prepare and defend against wildfires and other disasters. NEDO 
strongly supports MSMEC in its endeavors to bring grant money for the Three-Part Wildfire 
Damage Mitigation Project to recover and strengthen the resiliency of the MSMEC electric grid 
to provide clean reliable energy and continuously develop and grow the workforce in this 
disadvantaged area. Making these improvements with the aid of grants available will also 
improve the resiliency, prepare for growth and the move to clean energy without adding the 
financial burden to MSMEC members. 
 
NEEDO will, of course, assist MSMEC and consider any potential agreements as necessary to 
help make the Three-Part Wildfire Damage Mitigation Project a success. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patrick Vanderpool 
President, NEEDO Board of Directors 










