






	 	
	

	

	
March	30,	2023	
	
Mr.	Luis	Reyes	
Chief	Executive	Officer	
Kit	Carson	Electric	Cooperative		
118	Cruz	Alta	Road	
Taos,	NM	8757	
	
RE:					Letter	of	Support	-	BIL	Grid	Resilience	and	Innovation	Partnerships	(GRIP):		Grid	Resilience	
Utility	and	Industry	Grant	
	
Dear	Mr.	Reyes,		
	
Northern	New	Mexico	College	with	campuses	located	in	Espanola,	New	Mexico,	and	El	Rito	
New	Mexico	serves	the	north-central	region	of	New	Mexico	with	academic	and	workforce	
development	training	programs	accredited	through	the	Higher	Learning	Commission	(HLC).	
	
We	 have	 worked	 alongside	 Kit	 Carson	 Electric	 Cooperative	 for	 20	 years,	 collaborating	 toward	
workforce	readiness	for	electric	operators,	administrators,	IT	professionals,	internet	technicians,	and	
the	training	of	general	technical	skills.	
	
We	 support	 the	 Kit	 Carson	 Electric	 Cooperative’s	 proposal	 for	 the	 Department	 of	 Energy’s	 Grid	
Resilience	 and	 Innovation	 Partnerships	 Grid	 Resilience	 Utility	 and	 Industry	 Grant.	 If	 funded,	 the	
development	of	resilient	microgrids	in	El	Rito,	Picuris,	and	Taos	Ski	Valley	will	allow	Northern	New	
Mexico	College	to	develop	a	future-focused	curriculum	around	the	energy	sector.	The	project	will	also	
allow	 our	 students	 to	 develop	 further	 their	 technical	 career	 pathways	 through	 training	 and	
apprenticeship	programs	and	create	pathways	toward	a	flourishing	employment	sector.		
	
Northern	New	Mexico	College	agrees	to	work	with	Kit	Carson	Electric	Cooperative	during	the	period	
of	this	grant	and	into	the	future	to	ensure	student	preparedness	and	workforce	development	around	
renewable	energy	and	technology	for	northern	New	Mexico.	We	agree	to	collaborate	on	curriculum	
development	to	support	the	long-term	future	of	this	project	and	create	pipelines	for	industry	readiness	
to	maintain	infrastructure	for	the	long	term.		
	
	
Sincerely	yours,	
	
	
	
Ivan	Lopez	Hurtado	
Provost	and	VP	for	Academic	Affairs	
Northern	New	Mexico	College	
ilopez@nnmc.edu		&	(505)747-2225	



 

 
 
March 30, 2023 
 
Mr. Luis Reyes 
Chief Executive Officer 
Kit Carson Electric Cooperative  
118 Cruz Alta Road 
Taos, NM 8757 

 
RE:     Letter of Support - BIL Grid Resilience and Innovation Partnerships (GRIP):  Grid Resilience 
Utility and Industry Grant 
 
Dear Mr. Reyes,  

Santa Fe Community College (SFCC) is a designated Hispanic-Serving Institution with a 
high percentage of non-traditional, low-income, and underrepresented students. SFCC offers a 
Distributed Energy and Smart Grid program, and participates with tribal-based consulting 
groups in The Sustainable Pueblo Working Group. SFCC programs offer a pathway to high-
paying STEM careers resulting in substantial gains in social mobility and financial security. 

SFCC is excited to work alongside Kit Carson Electric Cooperative and collaborate in 
building workforce readiness for electric operators, administrators, IT professionals, and the 
training of general technical skills. SFCC’s workforce programs utilize existing campus microgrid 
facilities that include modern energy demonstration units that expand the educational and 
research capability of the campus educational microgrid testbed.  

We support the Kit Carson Electric Cooperative’s proposal for the Department of Energy’s 
Grid Resilience and Innovation Partnerships Grid Resilience Utility and Industry Grant. If funded, 
the development of resilient microgrids in El Rito, Picuris, and Taos Ski Valley will allow SFCC to 
develop future focused curriculum around the energy sector. The project will also allow our 
students to further develop their technical careers through training and apprenticeships.  

SFCC agrees to work with Kit Carson Electric Cooperative during the period of this grant 
and into the future to ensure student preparedness and workforce development around 
renewable energy and technology for northern New Mexico. We agree to collaborate on 
curriculum development to support the long-term future of this project and create pipelines for 
industry readiness to maintain infrastructure for the long term.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Becky Rowley 
President 
Santa Fe Community College 
becky.rowley@sfcc.edu  

mailto:becky.rowley@sfcc.edu


 

The University of New Mexico-Taos 
1157 County Road 110, Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557 

(575) 737-6204 
 

March 29, 2023 
 
 
 
Mr. Luis Reyes 
Chief Executive Officer 
Kit Carson Electric Cooperative  
118 Cruz Alta Road 
Taos, NM 8757 

 

RE:     Letter of Support - BIL Grid Resilience and Innovation Partnerships (GRIP):  Grid Resilience 
Utility and Industry Grant 

Dear Mr. Reyes,  

UNM-Taos has worked alongside Kit Carson Electric Cooperative for years collaborating toward 
workforce readiness for electric operators, administrators, IT professionals, internet technicians, 
and the training of general technical skills. 

We support the Kit Carson Electric Cooperative’s proposal for the Department of Energy’s Grid 
Resilience and Innovation Partnerships Grid Resilience Utility and Industry Grant. If funded, the 
development of resilient microgrids in El Rito, Picuris, and Taos Ski Valley will allow UNM-Taos to 
develop future focused curriculum around the energy sector. The project will also allow our 
students to further develop their technical career pathways through training and apprenticeship 
programs as well as create pathways toward a flourishing employment sector.  

The University of New Mexico-Taos agrees to work with Kit Carson Electric Cooperative during 
the period of this grant and into the future to ensure student preparedness and workforce 
development around renewable energy and technology for northern New Mexico. We agree to 
collaborate on curriculum development to support the long-term future of this project and create 
pipelines for industry readiness to maintain infrastructure for the long term.  

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Mary Gutierrez, Chancellor 
The University of New Mexico-Taos 



 
 

 
 

April 5, 2023 
 
Mr. Luis Reyes 
Chief Executive Officer 
Kit Carson Electric Cooperative  
118 Cruz Alta Road 
Taos, NM  
 
RE:     Letter of Support -  BIL Grid Resilience and Innovation Partnerships (GRIP):  Grid Resilience 
Utility and Industry Grant 
 
Dear Mr. Reyes,  
 
The North Central New Mexico Economic Development District (NCNMEDD) is the council of 
governments for seven counties in northern New Mexico, including Taos and Rio Arriba counties. We 
regularly work with Kit Carson Electric Cooperative on community projects. Kit Carson is recognized 
throughout the region as a leader in renewables and we support its efforts to build  a renewable energy 
grid that provides power to its members and residents. 
 
NCNMEDD supports Kit Carson Electric Cooperative’s proposal for the Department of Energy’s Grid 
Resilience and Innovation Partnerships Grid Resilience Utility and Industry Grant. If funded, the 
development of resilient microgrids in El Rito, Picuris, and Taos Ski Valley will allow communities to take 
advantage of their natural resources and ensure a resilient energy grid for the future. 
 
NCNMEDD agrees to work with Kit Carson during the period of this grant to promote community 
understanding and engagement for the project. We will continue to be a partner with Kit Carson to 
support the long term transition of our energy needs to renewable and sustainable sources.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Monica Abeita, Executive Director 
505-356-9588 | monicaa@ncnmedd.com  

  
3900 Paseo del Sol 
Santa Fe, NM 87507 

 
(505) 395-2668 
www.ncnmedd.com 

 

mailto:monicaa@ncnmedd.com
http://www.ncnmedd.com/

