
March 13, 2023
Mr. Brian Groth
City of Naperville
Department of Public Utility-Electric
400 S. Eagle Street
Naperville, IL  60540

Dear Director Groth:

The Naperville Environment and Sustainability Task Force (NEST) is pleased to support Naperville’s
efforts to secure Depart of Energy government grants to invest in the scalability and reliability of
Naperville’s electric infrastructure.  As a recognized task force for the City of Naperville, NEST values our
strong partnership with the Naperville Department of Public Utility-Electric (DPU-E) as we pursue a
sustainable future for Naperville.  NEST’s mission is to assist, inform, and advise City government and
Naperville residents and businesses to identify, prioritize, and implement sustainability initiatives and
greenhouse gas reduction, with the goal of creating a sustainable, resilient, carbon-free future for
Naperville.  As we promote initiatives such as electric vehicles, electrification of our homes, and local
renewable energy efforts, we depend on a robust, scalable, and reliable electric distribution network in
Naperville.

NEST is proud of our role as a valued partner with the city of Naperville.
● Renewable Energy Program: This unique program enables DPU-E customers to financially support

local renewable energy and energy efficiency efforts.  NEST has had an ongoing role to help shape
the benefits and terms of the program to maximize its effectiveness.  NEST also helps spread
awareness and participation resulting in a significant increase in utilization of this program

● Education Of City Leaders: NEST has established an ongoing education series on important
environmental opportunities and actions for our Naperville leaders.   This helps to raise awareness
and ensure prudent decision making.  Our most recent topic was the importance of a reliable and
scalable local electric infrastructure.

● Partner in Naperville Sustainability Goals: NEST developed a comprehensive set of
recommendations for Naperville’s sustainable future in 2021.  Our Sustainable Naperville 2036
Report laid the groundwork for Naperville’s plans and commitments.  NEST partnership continues
with regular interactions with city staff, elected leaders, and participation in City Council meetings.

Investments in Naperville’s electric infrastructure are at the center of our sustainable future.  NEST is
thankful to DPU-E for its continued dedication to excellent service and we look forward to our continued
partnership.  We appreciate the opportunity to express our support for these grant opportunities which will
help Naperville achieve our sustainability goals.

Sincerely,

Carl VanDril
NEST Co-Chairperson

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O5Xa9h-lC4-RRQr_nWmy5795Yap37KSe/preview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O5Xa9h-lC4-RRQr_nWmy5795Yap37KSe/preview


  

 
 
March 2, 2023  
 

  
Mr. Brian Groth  
City of Naperville  
Department of Public Utility-Electric  
400 S. Eagle Street  
Naperville, IL  60540  
  
Dear Director Groth:  
  
The Naperville Development Partnership (NDP) is a public-private economic development 
organization that promotes positive business growth to enhance employment opportunities 
and community benefits.  The Naperville electric utility (DPU-E) is a key partner to our 
successful economic development efforts, and we are pleased to support your efforts to 
improve the infrastructure and reliability of Naperville’s electric system with assistance from 
the Department of Energy’s IIJA grant program.  
  
The DPU-E has partnered with our organization as we assist local businesses to meet their 
growth needs and has been instrumental in attracting new businesses to the community. As the 
city continues to pursue data centers, biotech jobs and other good paying, high tech jobs reliable 

delivery of power is key. Our electric service provides unique advantages and maintaining this 
asset is imperative, not only to our business communities, but also to our public agencies, 
schools and residents investing in EV technology. The NDP is committed to marketing these grid 
modifications, the expected improvement in reliability as well as the continued ongoing O&M required 
to support these DOE funded investments through our marketing materials for the City of Naperville.     

  
Thank you for your continued dedication to great service all the time, and many thanks to the 
Department of Energy and the federal government for implementing an outstanding 
community assistance grant program.  
  
Sincerely,  

  
Christine D. Jeffries  
President  
 



34 W. Chicago Ave. 
Suite A 

Naperville, IL  
60540 

630.621.6176 
 

 

March 10, 2023  

Mr. Brian Groth  
City of Naperville  
Department of Public Utility-Electric  
400 S. Eagle Street  
Naperville, IL  60540  
  
Dear Director Groth:  
  
Accelerate Climate Solutions (“Accelerate”) is a nonprofit located in Naperville with a mission to help our community 
adopt programs and technologies that address climate change. We consider the Naperville Department of Public Utility-
Electric (DPU-E) a key partner as we work to increase building electrification and renewable energy uptake to reduce our 
community’s carbon footprint. The United States federal government has set a goal of reducing carbon emissions by 
50% from 2005 levels by 2030 and decarbonizing our building operations is a critical part of achieving that goal. We are 
pleased to support DPU-E efforts to improve grid infrastructure, energy efficiency, battery storage, and reliability of 
Naperville’s electric system with assistance from the Department of Energy’s grant program funded by the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA).  

In 2004 Naperville City Council approved the Renewable Energy Program (REP) as a mechanism for DPU-E customers to 
financially support renewable energy. Part of our role is to spread the word to the community about energy efficiency 
and solar incentives available through the REP, and how to take advantage of the myriad additional federal, state, and 
local incentives. We work to amplify DPU-E’s community engagement efforts to increase participation in the REP. 

Vulnerable populations within our community, such as low-income residents and senior citizens, are in greatest need of 
low-cost, reliable energy. Accelerate works to provide information and assistance to help those who can benefit the 
most from savings on electric bills. Elderly and medically vulnerable patient populations are in greatest need of a reliable 
grid, and will benefit from underground transmission lines and other measures to ensure reliability. DPU-E requires a 
resilient and modernized grid to meet these goals. We believe that the Department of Energy’s grant program will 
provide the resources, along with the city’s match, to meet the infrastructure requirements needed. 

In summary, Accelerate is a reliable partner with DPU-E as we work to decarbonize our community, ensure energy 
reliability, and protect our most vulnerable ratepayers. We want to thank the DPU-E for its continued dedication to 
excellent service. We greatly appreciate the Department of Energy and the federal government for implementing an 
outstanding community assistance grant program.  As a small Naperville nonprofit, we are uniquely positioned to assist 
in carrying out the goals of the grant program and will partner with DPU-E to ensure success. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
 
 
Catherine Clarkin 
Executive Director 





March 14, 2023 

Mr. Brian Groth 

City of Naperville 

Department of Public Utility-Electric 

400 S. Eagle Street 

Naperville, IL 60540 

Dear Director Groth: 

At North Central College we believe sustainability is the collective effort of students, faculty, staff, and 

visitors working toward the development of a socially just, environmentally responsible, and 

economically functional campus community. The College is actively making smart choices to limit its 

impact on environmental systems. Strong partnerships in our surrounding community, the likes of which 

we are grateful to have with the Naperville Department of Public Utility-Electric (DPU-E), are 

instrumental in our efforts to pursue a sustainable future for our campus. 

We have been the proud recipients of multiple award cycles of the renewable energy grant and electric 

efficiency grant offered by the DPU-E. These programs provided crucial financial support for 3 roof-

mounted solar systems, and LED lighting upgrades in a number of campus facilities. The ability to 

identify and successfully implement future renewable energy efforts and energy efficiency opportunities 

on our campus, depends on a continued investment in the City of Naperville’s electric infrastructure.  

The adoption of a robust sustainability workplan in August 2021 shows the City of Naperville’s 

commitment to making real improvements that will benefit our campus community and all of Naperville. 

We gladly express our support for DPU-E’s application for federal funding to improve Naperville’s 

electric infrastructure and continue to help our campus and Naperville pursue a sustainable future for our 

community. 

Sincerely, 

Kaitlin Ballard 

Sustainability Coordinator 

North Central College 

klballard@noctrl.edu 

mailto:klballard@noctrl.edu

